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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2019-02-02

NEW PANEL FOR WELFARE OF NOMADIC
COMMUNITIES

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of STs, SCs, and OBCs - Schemes & their
Performance, Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

The Centre will form a welfare panel for nomadic, semi-nomadic and de-notified communities,
Finance Minister Piyush Goyal announced in Friday’s Budget speech.

“Our government is committed to reach the most deprived citizens of this country…These
communities are hard to reach, less visible, and therefore, frequently left out,” said Mr. Goyal.

To start with, a committee will be set up under NITI Aayog to complete the task of identifying de-
notified, nomadic and semi-nomadic communities, especially as they move from place to place
in search of a livelihood. The committee will follow up on the work of the Renke Commission and
the Idate Commission.

A Welfare Development Board will also be set up under the Ministry of Social Justice and
Empowerment to design and implement programmes for these hard-to-reach communities, Mr.
Goyal said. He said a substantial increase is proposed in the allocation for welfare of the
scheduled castes and scheduled tribes.

END
Downloaded from crackIAS.com

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com



cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

Source : www.pib.nic.in Date : 2019-02-02

A COMMITTEE UNDER NITI AAYOG TO BE SET -UP TO
COMPLETE TASK OF IDENTIFYING DE-NOTIFIED,
NOMADIC AND SEMI-NOMADIC COMMUNITIES NOT
YET FORMALLY CLASSIFIED

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of STs, SCs, and OBCs - Schemes & their
Performance, Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

Ministry of Finance

A Committee under Niti Aayog to be set -up to complete
task of identifying De-Notified, Nomadic and Semi-Nomadic
Communities not yet formally classified

Posted On: 01 FEB 2019 1:12PM by PIB Delhi

A Committee under NITI Aayog will be set-up to complete the task of identifying De-notified,
Nomadic and Semi-Nomadic communities not yet formally classified. While presenting the
Interim Budget 2019-20 in Parliament today, the Union Minister for Finance, Corporate Affairs,
Railways and Coal, Shri Piyush Goyal said that the Government will also set-up a Welfare
Development Board under the Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment specifically for the
purpose of implementing welfare and development programmes for De-notified, Nomadic and
Semi-Nomadic communities. The Board shall ensure that special strategies are designed and
implemented to serve these hard to-reach communities.

 

Shri Goyal said that the Government is committed to reach the most deprived citizens of this
country. To this end, the condition of the De-notified, Nomadic and Semi-Nomadic communities
merits special attention. These communities are hard to reach, less visible, and therefore,
frequently left-out. The Nomadic and Semi-Nomadic communities move from place to place in
search of a livelihood. The Renke Commission and the Idate Commission have done
commendable work to identify and list these communities.

 

*****

GG/DSM/RM/SK/IA

(Release ID: 1562144) Visitor Counter : 401

Read this release in: Malayalam , Marathi , Tamil
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KERALA SETS UP DRUG PRICE MONITOR
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Regulatory & Quasi-Judicial bodies

The new watchdog will offer technical help to the State Drug Controllers and the NPPA to
monitor notified prices of medicines, detect violation of the provisions of the DPCO, look at price
compliance, collect test samples of medicines, and collect and compile market-based data of
scheduled as well as non-scheduled formulations.

Pharma companies have been accused of overcharging prices of drugs in the scheduled
category fixed by the DPCO and those outside its ambit too.

The suggestion to set up PMRUs was made against the backdrop of the lack of a field-level link
between the NPPA and the State Drugs Controllers and State Drug Inspectors to monitor drug
prices.

States and UTs have been classified into three categories for staff recruitment and
infrastructure.

Kerala falls in the second category, having a population of less than 3%, but more than 1% of
the total population of the country.

The State will have a project coordinator, two field investigators, and two data entry operators.
The unit is expected to help the State Drugs Control wing, which is hit by severe staff shortage,
and regulate drug prices more effectively.

Highly placed sources say that about Rs. 10,000 crore worth medicines are sold in Kerala in a
year. Official data on drug purchases for public institutions were not disclosed.

Mr. Menon said that the NPPA had fixed the prices of around 1,000 drugs and the unit would
track if buyers were being overcharged. It would also check if pharma companies were hiking
the prices of non-scheduled drugs by more than 10% a year. “We need to also check if there is
any shortage of essential medicines. There is also a plan to collect data on the prices of surgical
devices and stents in the market,” he said.
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2019-02-03

GETTING MENTAL HEALTH INTO THE CURRICULUM
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Education and related issues

When one hears the word ‘curriculum’ in the context of mental health, it might seem bewildering.
What could the contents be and how would this be imparted to school students? First, why is it
important?

Data show the growing prevalence of mental illnesses, especially among children and
adolescents. Close to 15 million individuals are battling some form of mental health related
illness or other in India; 10% of all children suffer from some form of mental health issue and
more than 50% of these go untreated. Many more are undetected.

Depression is now the single largest illness in the world; suicide is the second leading cause of
death among adolescents and young adults; and almost half of all mental illnesses begin by the
age of 14. At the same time, the psychosocial stressors experienced by children cannot be
ignored either. These include the growing pressure of academics and competitive entrance
examinations, and even exposure to media, which seems to invade almost every aspect of our
lives. Children and adolescents are particularly vulnerable given the impact on their self-esteem,
and a positive body image contributing to overall psychological well-being.

Therefore, including such a mental health curriculum ought not to be viewed as increasing the
academic burden of subjects being taught. Instead, its aim should be to highlight the need for
incorporating life-skills training as an integral aspect of schooling. Some of these life skills could
include encouraging them to acquire skills related to gender sensitivity, dealing with bullying and
managing aggression, improving emotional intelligence while imbibing skills for emotional
regulation, building empathy, training them to be assertive and, making them media literate.

Being mindful of such a curricular inclusion does not necessarily entail an additional number of
academic classes or teaching hours. Instead it could involve more experiential and fun-learning
techniques which are enjoyable for both teachers as well as students. This serves the dual
purpose of equipping young minds with the necessary skills to improve their overall quality of life
in the future, as well as building their resilience to deal with the world and its challenges in the
years ahead. These practical experiences and learning are what help develop their personality.
Therefore, such experiential learning cannot be restricted to textbooks.

Ideally, a mental health curriculum needs to be running in parallel with the existing educational
paradigm within schools. Mental health often tends to get neglected when compared to the
significance typically attached to general-health awareness (hygiene and sanitation, nutrition
and balanced diets, education about infectious and communicable diseases). A point to be
reiterated is that similar to physical ailments, mental illness is also rooted in a biological basis,
as opposed to mythological beliefs which attribute mental illnesses to the presence of evil spirits,
or the like.

Given the extent of stigmatisation of mental illnesses, a catalyst for change would need to begin
at the roots. This is by sensitising the young minds of children as well as adolescents. By
incorporating mental health as an integral part of our health curriculum, such a pedagogy, which
sensitises young minds about mental health and shapes their attitudes and beliefs, would help
seize the future of mental health in the country.

Last, but not the least, the objective of introducing a mental health curriculum is to encourage
help-seeking behaviour, especially in connection with mental health. It is through the training of
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young children and adolescents during their prime years that we can improve their own
psychological well-being. The long-term implications of incorporating such a curriculum within
schools will contribute to a society which is educated, informed and sensitised towards mental
health.

Dr. Samir Parikh is Director, Department of Mental Health and Behavioural Sciences, Fortis
Healthcare, New Delhi

In one of Jharkhand’s poorest districts, a village health worker is the only one watching over TB
patients
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2019-02-05

WRONG ON THE ROHINGYA
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights Issues - Human Rights and NHRC

In Januarys, the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) called for a report from India on
the deportation of a group of Rohingya refugees to Myanmar in October 2018. India’s
repatriation of the refugees contravenes international principles on refugee law as well as
domestic constitutional rights.

Refugee law is a part of international human rights law. In order to address the problem of mass
inter-state influx of refugees, a Conference of Plenipotentiaries of the UN adopted the
Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees in 1951. This was followed by the Protocol
Relating to the Status of Refugees in 1967. One of the most significant features of the
Convention is the principle of non-refoulement. The norm requires that “no contracting State
shall expel or return a refugee in any manner whatsoever to the frontiers of territories where his
life or freedom would be threatened on account of his race, religion, nationality, membership of a
particular social group or political opinion.” This idea of prohibition of expulsion lies at the heart
of refugee protection in international law.

It is often argued that the principle does not bind India since it is a party to neither the 1951
Convention nor the Protocol. However, the prohibition of non-refoulement of refugees
constitutes a norm of customary international law, which binds even non-parties to the
Convention. According to the Advisory Opinion on the Extraterritorial Application of Non-
Refoulement Obligations, UNHCR, 2007, the principle “is binding on all States, including those
which have not yet become party to the 1951 Convention and/or its 1967 Protocol.”

Article 14 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights provides that everyone has the right to
seek and enjoy in other countries asylum from persecution. Moreover, Article 51 of the
Constitution imposes an obligation on the state to endeavour to promote international peace and
security. Article 51(c) talks about promotion of respect for international law and treaty
obligations. Therefore, the Constitution conceives of incorporation of international law into the
domestic realm. Thus the argument that the nation has not violated international obligations
during the deportation is a mistaken one.

The chapter on fundamental rights in the Constitution differentiates citizens from persons. While
all rights are available to citizens, persons including foreign citizens are entitled to the right to
equality and the right to life, among others. The Rohingya refugees, while under the jurisdiction
of the national government, cannot be deprived of the right to life and personal liberty.

The Rohingya are “among the world’s least wanted and most persecuted people,” according to a
BBC report. In Myanmar, they are denied citizenship, the right to own land and travel, or to even
marry without permission, says the report. According to the UN, the Rohingya issue is one of
systematic and widespread ethnic cleansing by Myanmar.

Therefore, the discrimination that the Rohingya face is unparalleled in contemporary world
politics. In National Human Rights Commission v. State of Arunachal Pradesh (1996), the
Supreme Court held: “Our Constitution confers... rights on every human being and certain other
rights on citizens. Every person is entitled to equality before the law and equal protection of the
laws. So also, no person can be deprived of his life or personal liberty except according to
procedure established by law. Thus the State is bound to protect the life and liberty of every
human-being, be he a citizen or otherwise...”



cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

India lacks a specific legislation to address the problem of refugees, in spite of their increasing
inflow. The Foreigners Act, 1946, fails to address the peculiar problems faced by refugees as a
class. It also gives unbridled power to the Central government to deport any foreign citizen.
Further, the Citizenship (Amendment) Bill of 2019 strikingly excludes Muslims from its purview
and seeks to provide citizenship only to Hindu, Christian, Jain, Parsi, Sikh and Buddhist
immigrants persecuted in Bangladesh, Pakistan and Afghanistan. The majority of the Rohingya
are Muslims. This limitation on the basis of religion fails to stand the test of equality under Article
14 of the Constitution and offends secularism, a basic feature of the Constitution.

The American philosopher Ronald Dworkin argues that if we claim international law to be law,
we must understand it as part of the greater morality. In such a conception, the deportation of
refugees by India is not only unlawful but breaches a significant moral obligation.

Thulasi K. Raj is a lawyer at the Kerala High Court

Pakistan’s identity crisis, going back to the debates since its creation, remains unresolved
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Source : www.pib.nic.in Date : 2019-02-05

CREATION OF NATIONAL VIRTUAL LIBRARY OF INDIA
AS ONE OF THE COMPONENTS OF NATIONAL
MISSION ON LIBRARIES

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: E-governance - applications, models, successes, limitations, and
potential incl. Aadhaar & Digital power

Ministry of Culture

Creation of National Virtual Library of India as one of the
components of National Mission on Libraries

Posted On: 04 FEB 2019 6:00PM by PIB Delhi

The objective of National Virtual Library of India (NVLI) is to facilitate creation of a
comprehensive database on digital resources of India on information about India in
an open access environment. Salient features of NVLI are : -

 

Federated searching through multilingual user interfaces.●

Virtual learning environment●

E-Governance platform facilitating data analytics●

Multilingual searching and retrieval on ontology/thesaurus based.●

 

The project of creation of National Virtual Library of India costing Rs.72.34 crore
had been entrusted to IIT Bombay (in collaboration with C-DAC, Pune and
IGNOU, Delhi). An amount of Rs.71.78 crore has been released by Government to
IIT Bombay till date.

 

The core software application and cloud infrastructure for NVLI has been
developed. Soft launch of NVLI has been done on 15th February, 2018. Harvesting
of Metadata and its curation is on. 

 

As per the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) signed between National Mission
on Libraries and IIT Bombay on 26.04.2016, the time frame for completion of the
project by IIT Bombay is 3 years. The Ministry of Culture continuously monitors the
progress of the NVLI project.

 

The above information was given by Minister of State (independent charge) for
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Culture and Minister of State for Environment, Forest and Climate change Dr.
Mahesh Sharma, in reply to an Unstarred Question in the Lok Sabha today.

 

NB/PS
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Source : www.pib.nic.in Date : 2019-02-05

DIGITALISATION OF SCHOOLS ACROSS THE
COUNTRY

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Education and related issues

Ministry of Human Resource Development

Digitalisation of Schools across the country

Posted On: 04 FEB 2019 5:56PM by PIB Delhi

The Central Government has launched an Integrated Scheme for school education- Samagra
Shiksha,  which subsumes the three erstwhile Centrally Sponsored Schemes of Sarva Shiksha
Abhiyan (SSA) , Rashtriya Madhyamik Shiksha Abhiyan (RMSA) and Teacher Education, from
the year 2018-19. Under the Centrally Sponsored Scheme of Samagra Shiksha, Information &
Communication Technology (ICT) component envisages covering all Government and
Government Aided schools from classes VI to XII, subject to the availability of budgetary
provision, progress of approved interventions and receipt of proposals from the States/UTs.

So far, about 1,79,498 upper primary, secondary & senior secondary schools have been
approved for coverage under ICT component of the respective schemes. Further, the
Government has undertaken various initiatives for providing education through digital means
such as:

ICT in Education Curriculum for School System - ICT curriculum for teachers and
students has been developed by NCERT. Students’ curriculum was piloted in 588
Navodaya Vidyalayas for one year. 805 MRPs/ KRPs of thirty states were oriented on
roll-out of ICT curriculum for students and teachers in the respective states.

●

e-pathshala – e-pathshala has been developed by NCERT (National Council for
Educational Research and Training) for showcasing and disseminating all
educational e-resources including textbooks, audio, video, periodicals and a variety
of other print and non-print materials. So far, 3444 audios and videos, 698 e-books (e-
pubs) and 504 flip books have been made available on the portal and mobile app.

●

National Repository of Open Educational Resources (NROER) - The National
Repository of Open Educational Resources (NROER) is an initiative to bring together
all digital and digitisable resources across all stages of school education and teacher
education. So far, 13635 files including 401 collections, 2722 documents, 565
interactive, 1664 audios, 2581 images and 6105 videos have been made available over
the portal. States/ UTs are motivated to contribute resources on NROER and create
OERs for their own State/ UT.

●

SWAYAM:- The ‘Study Webs of Active Learning for Young Aspiring Minds’
(SWAYAM) is an integrated platform for online courses, using Information and
Communication Technology (ICT) and covering school (9th to 12th) to Post Graduate
Level.  It offers online courses for students, teachers and teacher educators. It may
be accessed on swayam.gov.in.  National Institute of Open Schooling (NIOS) is
promoting education through e-learning methods by providing courses on Massive
Open Online Courses (MOOCs) on the portal. There are 44 courses of NIOS offered
on SWAYAM platform – 14 at secondary level, 16 at senior secondary level, 4

●
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vocational courses and 10 courses of Diploma in Elementary Education (D.El.Ed.).
NCERT has so far developed 22 courses for classes XI-XII in different subject areas.
SWAYAM PRABHA:- A programme for utilization of satellite communication
technologies for transmission of educational e-contents through 32 National
Channels i.e. SWAYAM  PRABHA DTH-TV has been launched. CIET-NCERT is the
national coordinator for one DTH TV channel i.e., Kishore Manch (#31) and has
started feeding a 24x7 educational TV channel w.e.f. 09.07.2018. Everyday four hour
fresh slot is telecast and repeated 5 more times in 24 hours to provide learning
opportunities for the stake holders, as per their convenience.  Besides, NIOS is
running 5 channels for teachers, for secondary and senior secondary levels and for
sign language.

●

CBSE initiatives:-  SARANSH is a tool for comprehensive self review and analysis for
CBSE affiliated schools and parents. It enables them to analyse students’
performance in order to take remedial measures. SARANSH brings schools, teachers
and parents closer, so that they can monitor the progress of students and help them
improve their performance. It helps schools to compare their performance vis-à-vis
all CBSE schools at various levels and also helps parents to compare their ward’s
performance within school State, Region and National level. It is currently available
for Standards IX – XII and provides a comprehensive overview of Standard X
performance since 2007 and Standard XII performance since 2009, till the current
academic session.

●

KVS initiatives:- ICT Skills are imparted in all the Kendriya Vidyalayas to the students
of classes III to XII. 12011 e-Classrooms (9711 e-Classrooms established and 2300
under process) have been established in Kendriya Vidyalayas throughout the country
for facilitating effective learning through digital mode. Besides, 276 Digital Language
Labs and 1137 Computer labs have been established in 276 KVs across the Country.
Further, a pilot project e-Prajna has been started for providing tablets pre-loaded with
e-content in Maths and Science. 5076 Touch Tablets have been distributed among
Class VIII Students and teachers for classroom transactions in Maths and Science.

●

Operation Digital Board:- An initiative has been taken by Government of India to
provide interactive digital boards to nearly 15 lakh classrooms across the country for
9th standard to post graduate level, where they can receive lectures from best
teachers/professors and access quality e-content, in order to enhance overall
learning process and experience of the students.

●

This information was given by the Minister of State (HRD), Dr. Satya Pal Singh today in a
written reply to a Lok Sabha question.

              

*****

NB/AKJ/AK
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Source : www.pib.nic.in Date : 2019-02-05

UPGRADATION OF SECONDARY SCHOOLS TO SENIOR
SECONDARY LEVEL UNDER SAMAGRA SHIKSHA
ABHIYAN

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Education and related issues

Ministry of Human Resource Development

Upgradation of Secondary Schools to Senior Secondary
level under Samagra Shiksha Abhiyan

Posted On: 04 FEB 2019 5:55PM by PIB Delhi

Department of School Education and Literacy has launched an Integrated Scheme for School
Education-Samagra Shiksha, subsuming three erstwhile Centrally Sponsored Schemes of
Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA), Rashtriya Madhyamik Shiksha Abhiyan (RMSA) and Teacher
Education (TE), with effect from 2018-19. The new integrated scheme envisages school
education as a continuum from pre-school to senior secondary level and aims to ensure
inclusive and equitable quality education at all levels.  The main objectives of the scheme are
provision of quality education and enhancing learning outcomes of students, bridging social
and gender gaps in school education, ensuring minimum standards in schooling provision,
support to states in the implementation of RTE Act, 2009 and strengthening of teacher
education institutions. The scheme also provides for support for upgradation of secondary
schools to senior secondary level and addition of new streams in existing senior secondary
schools.

During the year 2018-19, under Samagra Shiksha, 44 schools have been upgraded from
secondary to senior secondary level and additional subject streams have been approved in
851 senior secondary schools, based on appraisal of the proposals received from the
States/UTs.

This information was given by the Minister of State (HRD), Dr. Satya Pal Singh today in a
written reply to a Lok Sabha question.

 

*****

NB/AKJ/AK
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Source : www.pib.nic.in Date : 2019-02-05

SKILL DEVELOPMENT IN MSME SECTOR
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Human resources, Youth, Sports and related issues

Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship

Skill Development in MSME Sector

Posted On: 04 FEB 2019 5:37PM by PIB Mumbai

Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship is implementing its flagship scheme
Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana (PMKVY) through National Skill Development
Corporation. More than 19 lakh people were trained, owing to the success of PMKVY 1.0. The
scheme has been re- launched as PMKVY 2016-20, with an aim to train 10 million youth across
India by 2020. As on 24.01.2019, under PMKVY 2016-20, more than 35 lakh candidates have
been trained under Short Term Training, Recognition of Prior Learning and Special Projects; out
of these candidates, more than 10 lakh trainees have been placed.

Out of the above, 1,80,293 candidates have been trained and 25,271 trainees have been placed
in Maharashtra. Two institutes, namely Indo German Tool Room (IGTR) Aurangabad and
Institute for Design of Electrical Measuring Instruments (IDEMI) Mumbai are functioning in
Maharashtra, under the administrative control of Development Commissioner, MSME. These
institutes conduct skill development programmes for youth.

Ministry of Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSME) is implementing a scheme called
Prime Minister’s Employment Generation Programme (PMEGP). The scheme aims to generate
employment opportunities in rural as well as urban areas of the country through setting up of
new self-employment ventures/ projects/ micro enterprises. Ministry of MSME also implements
several other schemes and programmes to strengthen the MSMEs and promote employment.
Some of the important initiatives in this regard include Scheme of Fund for Regeneration of
Traditional Industries (SFURTI), Mission Solar Charkha, A Scheme for promoting Innovation,
Rural Industry & Entrepreneurship (ASPIRE), Credit Guarantee Fund Scheme, Credit Linked
Capital Subsidy Scheme (CLCSS), National Manufacturing Competitiveness programme
(NMCP), Marketing Assistance Scheme and MSE-Cluster Development programme. Apart from
these, employment opportunities have also been created under Pradhan Mantri Mudra Yojana
(PMMY).

The National Sample Survey Organisation (NSSO), Ministry of Statistics & Programme
Implementation, conducted a survey of unincorporated non-agricultural enterprises (excluding
construction) during its 73rd round (July, 2015 – June, 2016). As per this survey, the total
employment in the MSME Sector is 1109.89 lakh.

The above was stated by the Minister of State, Ministry of Skill Development &
Entrepreneurship, Shri Anantkumar Hegde, in a written reply in Lok Sabha today.

***

(Release ID: 1562589) Visitor Counter : 47
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Source : www.pib.nic.in Date : 2019-02-05

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Government policies & interventions for development in various

Sectors and issues arising out of their design & implementation incl. Housing

Ministry of Labour & Employment

Employment Opportunities

Posted On: 04 FEB 2019 4:14PM by PIB Delhi

Employment generation coupled with improving employability is the priority of the Government.
The Government is implementing various programs in this direction like encouraging private
sector of economy, fast tracking various projects involving substantial investment and increasing
public expenditure on schemes like Prime Minister’s Employment Generation Programme
(PMEGP), Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme (MGNREGS), Pt.
Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Grameen Kaushalya Yojana (DDU-GKY) and Deendayal Antodaya
Yojana-National Urban Livelihoods Mission (DAY-NULM) etc. The details of employment
generated through these major schemes are given below:

 

   Employment Generated

Schemes/Year 2015-16 2016-17 2017-18 2018-19

Estimated employment
generated under
PMEGP
(person in lakh)

3.23 4.08 3.87
2.85

(till 30.11.18)

Persondays Generated
under MGNREGS
( in Crore)

235.14 235.65 234.22
163.22

(till 30/11/18)

Candidates placed in
jobs after training DDU-
GKY
(in lakh)

1.09 1.48 0.76
0.96

(till 03.12.18)

Skill Trained Persons
given Placement DAY-
NULM
(in lakh)

3.37 1.52 1.15
0.95

(till 05/12/18)

           

 

Pradhan Mantri Mudra Yojana (PMMY) has been initiated by Government for facilitating self-
employment. Under PMMY collateral free loans upto Rs. 10 lakh, are extended to small/micro
business enterprises and to individuals to enable them to setup or expand their business
activities. Till 25th January, 2019, total 15.59 crore loans have been sanctioned under the
Scheme.

Pradhan Mantri Rozgar Protsahan Yojana (PMRPY) has been launched by the Ministry of
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Labour & Employment for incentivizing employers for promoting employment generation. Under
this scheme, Government is paying entire employer’s contribution (12% or as admissible)
towards EPF and EPS for all eligible new employees for all sectors for three years. Till
21.01.2019, more than 1.04 crore   employees have been benefitted through 1.28 lakh
establishments under this scheme.

As per the results of available labour force surveys on Employment-Unemployment conducted
by Labour Bureau, Ministry of Labour and Employment, the estimated unemployment rate for
persons aged 15 years and above on usual status basis in the country in 2012-13, 2013-14 and
2015-16 was 4.0%, 3.4% and 3.7% respectively.

This information was given by Shri Santosh Kumar Gangwar Union Minister of State (I/C) for
Labour and Employment in written reply to a question in Lok Sabha today.

 

****

RCJ/SKP/IA
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6.23 CRORE CONNECTIONS RELEASED UNDER PMUY
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Government policies & interventions for development in various

Sectors and issues arising out of their design & implementation incl. Housing

Ministry of Petroleum & Natural Gas

6.23 crore connections released under PMUY

Posted On: 04 FEB 2019 4:13PM by PIB Delhi

Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana (PMUY) was launched by the Government on 1st May 2016. The
initial target under PMUY was 5 crore LPG connections, which was subsequently enhanced to 8
crore.  As on 28.01.2019, Oil Marketing Companies (OMCs) have released more than 6.23 crore
LPG connections under the Scheme across the country.

The main features of Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana (PMUY) Scheme are as under :-

(i) LPG connection is released in the name of an adult woman of the poor family, subject to the
condition that no LPG connection exists in the name of any family member of the family,
including the applicant.

(ii) Under PMUY, cash assistance uptoRs 1600/- is provided for releasing deposit free LPG
connection.

(iii)  The beneficiary bears the cost of Hot Plate and purchase of first refill. The beneficiary has
an option to take the Hot Plate or the first refill or both on loan basis, from Public Sector Oil
Marketing Companies (OMCs) at zero interest rate.

            Year-wise details of targets fixed, achieved, fund allocated and fund utilised are as under
:-

Financial
Year

Target
Connections
released

Budget Estimates
( in crore)

Fund utilised
(  in crore)

2016-17 2 crore 2 crore 2500 2500

2017-18 2  crore 1.56 crore 2251 2251

2018-19 2 crore
2.67 crore (up to
28.01.2019)

3200 3200

2019-20 2 crore      

 

As per report of OMCs, the number of cases of established irregularities in providing gas
connections to poor households under PMUY is few. OMCs take punitive action as per the
extant Marketing Discipline Guidelines and the Distributorship Agreement against LPG
distributors in established cases of irregularities.

This information was given by Minister of Petroleum & Natural Gas, Shri Dharmendra Pradhan
in a written reply to the Lok Sabha today.
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Source : www.pib.nic.in Date : 2019-02-06

INCLUSION OF CASTES IN OBC LISTS
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of STs, SCs, and OBCs - Schemes & their

Performance, Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment

Inclusion of Castes in OBC Lists

Posted On: 05 FEB 2019 4:16PM by PIB Delhi

Inclusion of castes/communities in the Central List of OBCs is a continuous process.
Proposals have been received from various States during the years 2016, 2017 and
2018 for inclusion of castes/communities in the Central List of OBCs.   The State-wise
and year-wise status is given below. At present, no proposal for inclusion of
caste/community from State/UT is pending with the Government.

The National Commission for Backward Classes (NCBC) constituted w.e.f.
15.08.2018 by insertion of new article viz. article 338B in the Constitution, similar to
article 338, applicable for National Commission for Scheduled Castes and article
338A applicable for National Commission for Scheduled Tribes, would have the
powers and responsibilities that of NCSC for SCs and NCST for STs including power
to advice on inclusion in the Central List of OBCs. 

No such advice received from erstwhile National Commission for Backward Classes
is pending with the Government. The Commission to Examine Sub-categorization of
Other Backward Classes is mandated to submit its report by 31.05.2019. 

Statement showing State-wise & year-wise status of processing of proposals
for inclusion of castes/communities in the Central list of OBCs during the last
three years

 

State No. of  Entry Status

2016

Andhra Pradesh 09
Included in the Central List of
OBC

Bihar 02
Included in the Central List of
OBC

Jharkhand 05
Included in the Central List of
OBC

Jammu & Kashmir 02
Included in the Central List of
OBC

Maharashtra 01
Included in the Central List of
OBC
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Madhya Pradesh 11
Included in the Central List of
OBC

Uttarakhand 02
Included in the Central List of
OBC

Telangana 86
Included in the Central List of
OBC

2017 and 2018

No advice received from erstwhile NCBC on the proposals/requests is pending with the
Government.

An ‘entry’ for this purpose includes caste, its synonyms and sub-castes

 

This information was given by Minister of State for Social Justice and Empowerment
Shri Krishan Pal Gurjar in a written reply in Lok Sabha today.

 

*****
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2019-02-07

WE NEED A LEAP IN HEALTHCARE SPENDING
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

It’s a fact that sticks out starkly: 10.6% of the total amount in the Interim Budget is allocated to
defence, while only 2.2.% is allocated to healthcare. Funding need not be redirected from
current allocations to preventive care, but surely India can make health spending a priority,
much like defence? Despite several innovations in the healthcare sector in recent times, in line
with India’s relentless pursuit of reforms, the government remains woefully short of its ambition
to increase public health spending to 2.5% of GDP. At present, health spending is only 1.15-
1.5% of GDP.

While the Interim Budget is responsive to the needs of farmers and the middle class, it does not
adequately respond to the needs of the health sector. The total allocation to healthcare is
61,398 crore. While this is an increase of 7,000 crore from the previous Budget, there is no net
increase since the total amount is 2.2% of the Budget, the same as the previous Budget. The
increase roughly equates the 6,400 crore allocated for implementation of the Ayushman Bharat-
Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (PMJAY).

According to the National Health Profile of 2018, public per capita expenditure on health
increased from 621 in 2009-10 to 1,112 in 2015-16. These are the latest official numbers
available, although in 2018 the amount may have risen to about 1,500. This amounts to about
$20, or about $100 when adjusted for purchasing power parity. Despite the doubling of per
capita expenditure on health over six years, the figure is still abysmal.

To understand why, let’s compare this with other countries. The U.S. spends $10,224 per capita
on healthcare per year (2017 data). A comparison between two large democracies is telling: the
U.S.’s health expenditure is 18% of GDP, while India’s is still under 1.5%. In Budget terms, of
the U.S. Federal Budget of $4.4 trillion, spending on Medicare and Medicaid amount to $1.04
trillion, which is 23.5% of the Budget. Federal Budget spending per capita on health in the U.S.
is therefore $3,150 ($1.04 trillion/ 330 million, the population).

In India, allocation for healthcare is merely 2.2% of the Budget. Per capita spending on health in
the Budget in India is 458 (61,398 crore/ 134 crore, which is the population). (Medicare and
Medicaid come under ‘mandatory spending’ along with social security.) Adjusting for purchasing
power parity, this is about $30 — one-hundredth of the U.S.

Admittedly, this runaway healthcare cost in the U.S. is not to be emulated, since comparable
developed countries spend half as much per capita as the U.S. Yet, the $4,000-$5,000 per
capita spending in other OECD countries is not comparable with India’s dismal per capita health
expenditure. The rate of growth in U.S. expenditure has slowed in the last decade, in line with
other comparable nations.

The 6,400 crore allocation to Ayushman Bharat-PMJAY in the Interim Budget will help reduce
out-of-pocket expenditure on health, which is at a massive 67%. This notwithstanding, per capita
Budget expenditure on health in India is among the lowest in the world. This requires immediate
attention.

Last year, it was announced that nearly 1.5 lakh health and wellness centres would be set up
under Ayushman Bharat. The mandate of these centres is preventive health, screening, and
community-based management of basic health problems. The mandate should include health
education and holistic wellness integrating modern medicine with traditional Indian medicine.
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Both communicable disease containment as well as non-communicable disease programmes
should be included. An estimated 250 crore has been allocated for setting up health and
wellness centres under the National Urban Health Mission. Under the National Rural Health
Mission, 1,350 crore has been allocated for the same. The non-communicable diseases
programme of the National Programme for Prevention and Control of Cancer, Diabetes,
Cardiovascular Diseases and Stroke has been allocated 175 crore, from 275 crore. Allocation to
the National Tobacco Control Programme and Drug De-addiction Programme is only 65 crore, a
decrease of 2 crore. The allocation for each of the wellness centres is less than 1 lakh per year.
This is a meagre amount.

History shows that where there is long-term commitment and resource allocation, rich return on
investment is possible. For instance, AIIMS, New Delhi is the premier health institute in India
with a brand value because of resource allocation over decades. AIIMS Delhi alone has been
allocated nearly 3,600 crore in the Interim Budget, which is a 20% increase from last year.
Similar allocation over the long term is needed in priority areas.

NITI Aayog has proposed higher taxes on tobacco, alcohol and unhealthy food in order to
revamp the public and preventive health system. This has not found its way into the Interim
Budget. A focused approach in adding tax on tobacco and alcohol, to fund non-communicable
disease prevention strategies at health and wellness centres, should be considered. Cancer
screening and prevention are not covered. There is no resource allocation for preventive
oncology, diabetes and hypertension. Prevention of chronic kidney disease, which affects 15-
17% of the population, is not appropriately addressed. The progressive nature of asymptomatic
chronic kidney disease leads to enormous social and economic burden for the community at
large, in terms of burgeoning dialysis and transplant costs which will only see an exponential rise
in the next decade and will not be sustainable unless we reduce chronic kidney disease
incidence and prevalence through screening and prevention.

Due to lack of focus in preventive oncology in India, over 70% of cancers are diagnosed in
stages III or IV. The reverse is true in developed countries. Consequently, the cure rate is low,
the death rate is high, and treatment of advanced cancer costs three-four times more than
treatment of early cancer. The standard health insurance policies cover cancer but only part of
the treatment cost. As a consequence, either out-of-pocket expenditure goes up or patients drop
out of treatment.

Increase of GDP alone does not guarantee health, since there is no direct correlation between
GDP and health outcomes. However, improvement in health does relate positively to GDP, since
a healthy workforce contributes to productivity. The 1,354 packages for various procedures in
PMJAY must be linked to quality. For various diseases, allocation should be realigned for
disease management over a defined time period, not merely for episodes of care. Since a major
innovation in universal healthcare, Ayushman Bharat, is being rolled out, it must be matched
with a quantum leap in funding. Only if we invest more for the long-term health of the nation will
there be a similar rise in GDP.

Dr. T.S. Ravikumar is Director of JIPMER, Puducherry, and Dr. Georgi Abraham is Professor of
Medicine at Pondicherry Institute of Medical Sciences

Pakistan’s identity crisis, going back to the debates since its creation, remains unresolved
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Source : www.pib.nic.in Date : 2019-02-08

MHRD RUNNING VARIOUS SCHEMES TO BOOST
EDUCATIONAL DEVELOPMENT OF ECONOMICALLY
BACKWARD CLASSES IN THE COUNTRY

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Education and related issues

Ministry of Human Resource Development

MHRD running various schemes to boost educational
development of economically backward classes in the
country

Posted On: 07 FEB 2019 6:39PM by PIB Delhi

Ministry of Human Resource Development is implementing following schemes for the
Economically Backward Class students.

1.         Central Sector Scheme of Scholarship for College and University Students
(CSSS)           

Under this scheme, scholarship is provided to the eligible meritorious students having family
income  less than Rs. 8.0 lakh per annum, for pursuing higher studies.  The amount of
scholarship is Rs. 10,000/- per annum for the first three years  and Rs. 20,000/- per annum for
the fourth and fifth year.

2.         Special Scholarship Scheme for Jammu & Kashmir (SSS for J&K)

Scholarship is provided to the eligible students from the State of Jammu & Kashmir, having
family income less than Rs. 8.0 lakh per annum, to pursue higher studies outside the State of
J&K. An amount to the tune of Rs. 1.30 lakh to Rs. 4.00 lakh per annum is provided.

The budget head for both the schemes indicated at (i) & (ii) above is common.  BE for the
Financial Year 2018-19 is Rs. 339 Crore. Out of this, Rs. 139 Crore is allocated  for Central
Sector Scheme for College and University Students and Rs. 200 Crore is for Special
Scholarship Scheme for Jammu & Kashmir.

3.         Central Sector Interest Subsidy Scheme (CSIS)

Under this Scheme, full interest subsidy is provided during the moratorium period (course period
plus one year), on the educational loan up to Rs. 7.5 lakh, taken by the students having annual
parental income up to Rs.4.5 lakh. The BE for the Financial Year is Rs. 2150 Crore.

4.         Fees Waiving in IITs

In IITs, from the academic year 2016-17, following provisions were made for protecting the
interest of the socially and economically backward students while making the payment of tuition
fee.

The SC/ST/PH students shall get complete fee waiver.a.
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The most economically backward students (whose family income is less than Rs.1 lakh per
annum ) shall get full remission of the fee.

b.

The other economically backward students (whose family income is between Rs.1 lakh to
Rs. 5 lakh per annum ) shall get remission of 2/3rd of the fee.

c.

All students shall have access to interest free loan under the Vidyalaxmi scheme for the
total portion of the tuition fee payable.

d.

Under the Vidyalaxmi Scheme, Interest subvention on the education loans for all students
admitted for undergraduate and the five year integrated degree programmes is provided.

For advancement of Economically Weaker Sections of the society, and as per the Constitution
103rd Amendment Act 2019, Government has issued orders providing 10 percent reservation to
EWS categories in admission to educational institutions. This reservation for EWS categories
would be provided without disturbing the existing entitlements for SC/ST and OBC categories.

Beside these schemes, (i) Remedial Coaching for SC/ST/OBC (Non-Creamy Layer) & Minority
Community Students, (ii) Coaching for NET/SET for SC/ST/OBC (Non-Creamy Layer) & Minority
Community Students and (iii) Coaching Classes for Entry into services for SC/ST/OBC (Non-
Creamy Layer) & Minority Community Students are also being given.

The payment for the above mentioned schemes are processed online through PFMS and
scholarship / interest subsidy is released through Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT) mode.

This information was given by the Minister of State (HRD), Dr. Satya Pal Singh today in a written
reply to a Rajya Sabha question.

*****
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Source : www.pib.nic.in Date : 2019-02-08

INCLUSION OF ‘TELI’ CASTE IN THE LIST OF
SCHEDULED TRIBES

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of STs, SCs, and OBCs - Schemes & their
Performance, Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

Ministry of Tribal Affairs

Inclusion of ‘Teli’ Caste in the List of Scheduled Tribes

Posted On: 07 FEB 2019 5:31PM by PIB Delhi

The Government of India on 15.6.1999 (further amended on 25.6.2002) has laid down the
modalities for deciding the claims for inclusion in, exclusion from and other modifications in
Orders specifying Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes lists. As per the modalities, only
those proposals which have been recommended and justified by the concerned State
Government / UT Administration and concurred with by Registrar General of India (RGI) and
National Commission for Scheduled Tribes (NCST) are to be considered and legislation
amended.

Government of Jharkhand has sent the proposal for inclusion of Kolh (Teli) community in
Scheduled Tribes list of Jharkhand. However, the ethnographic report in support of the proposal
was not sent by Government of Jharkhand. As per extant modalities, recommendation of State
Government with ethnographic report in support of the proposal is pre-requisite.

This information was given by Shri Sudarshan Bhagat, Minister of State for Tribal Affairs in a
written reply in Rajya Sabha today.

 

*****
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Source : www.pib.nic.in Date : 2019-02-08

PRESERVATION OF CULTURAL HERITAGE OF DARD
ARYAN TRIBE

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of STs, SCs, and OBCs - Schemes & their
Performance, Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

Ministry of Tribal Affairs

Preservation of Cultural Heritage of Dard Aryan Tribe

Posted On: 07 FEB 2019 5:29PM by PIB Delhi

 ‘Dard Aryan’ is not among the list of notified Schedule Tribes. Ministry of Tribal Affairs has not
formally received any charter of demands from the concerned State Government for seeking
financial help for preservation of cultural heritage of ‘Dard Aryans’. However, as informed by the
Ministry of Culture, a seminar on the cultural traditions of Dard Aryans of Laddakh was
organised during Dard Aryan Festival (Aryan Utsav) held in Indira Gandhi National Centre for
Arts (IGNCA) from 16-21 January, 2019. During the Seminar, a few artists from Dard Aryans
community had presented a charter of demands regarding preservation of their culture and other
grievances to the Minister of State of Tribal Affairs.

As informed by the Ministry of Culture, during the Seminar on Dard Aryans at IGNCA from 16-21
January, 2019, artists from Dard Aryan Community raised the issues that due to modernization,
migration, and religious conversion, etc., their traditions and culture are at threat. However, no
formal communication has been received by MoTA from the concerned State in this regard.

IGNCA has taken up the following initiatives to preserve cultural heritage of the Dard Aryans:

(i)      Assistance in setting up a few Museums in the Regions of Dard Aryans in Leh,
Laddakh, Kargil, etc., with the help of local community.

(ii)     A festival of Dard Aryan was organised by the IGNCA during 16-21 January, 2019 at
IGNCA, in which around 35 artists from Dard Aryan regions participated. The five-day
festival included organizing a full-day Seminar at IGNCA, arranging their visit to
MahaKumbh at Prayagraj, connecting them with the students and faculties of the Jawahar
Lal Nehru University. Wide publicity of these was given in leading print media, electronic
and social media etc. 

In addition, IGNCA, with a view to preserve the cultural heritage of ‘Dard Aryans’, had organised
a seven-day long workshop at Dha-hanu, Laddakh, Jammu & Kashmir from 9th June 2018 to
15th June 2018 for documentation of traditions of Aryan Valley.

This information was given by Shri Jaswantsinh Bhabhor, Minister of State for Tribal Affairs in a
written reply in Rajya Sabha today.

*****

NB/SK/jk/Tribal Affairs-2/ 7-02-2019
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Source : www.pib.nic.in Date : 2019-02-08

SOCIAL SECURITY BENEFITS TO PARTICULARLY
VULNERABLE TRIBAL GROUPS

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of STs, SCs, and OBCs - Schemes & their
Performance, Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

Ministry of Tribal Affairs

Social Security Benefits to Particularly Vulnerable Tribal
Groups

Posted On: 07 FEB 2019 5:28PM by PIB Delhi

The Government is committed for holistic development of Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups
(PVTGs) across the country.  Accordingly, a separate scheme namely “Development of
Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups (PVTGs)” is being administered by the Ministry of Tribal
Affairs for their welfare.  The scheme is flexible as it enables the States to focus on areas that
they consider is relevant to PVTGs and their socio-cultural environment. It includes sectors such
as education, housing, land distribution, land development, agricultural development, animal
husbandry, construction of link roads, installation of non-conventional sources of energy for
lighting purpose, social security or any other innovative activity meant for the comprehensive
socio-economic development of PVTGs. 

 

The funds are released to States/UT in accordance with the annual programme proposed for a
particular financial year.  The funds are sanctioned to the State Government on submitting their
annual Conservation-cum-Development (CCD) Plan which is considered for appraisal and
approval by a Project Appraisal Committee (PAC) in the Ministry.  The implementation of the
scheme is done by the respective State Governments.  No reports regarding PVTGs being
deprived of basic social security benefits or having been excluded due to Aadhar linking have
been received in the Ministry.

 

This information was given by Shri Jaswantsinh Bhabhor, Minister of State for Tribal Affairs in a
written reply in Rajya Sabha today.

 

*****
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Source : www.pib.nic.in Date : 2019-02-08

JURISDICTION OF CBI
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Important Aspects of Governance, Transparency & Accountability

including Right to Information and Citizen Charter

Ministry of Personnel, Public Grievances & Pensions

Jurisdiction of CBI

Posted On: 07 FEB 2019 3:40PM by PIB Delhi

In exercise of powers under Section 2 (1) of Delhi Special Police Establishment (DSPE) Act,
1946, the Central Government constitutes a Special Police Force for investigation in any Union
Territory of offences notified under Section 3 of DSPE Act, 1946. The power and jurisdiction of
this Special Force can be extended by virtue of Section 5 of DSPE Act, 1946 to any other
areas/State not being Union Territory for investigation of any offences or classes of offences
notified under Section 3 of DSPE Act, 1946 with the consent of the Government of that State.
Further, Constitutional courts can also entrust any case or class of case for investigation in
exercise of inherent jurisdiction even without the consent of the respective State Government. 

Once general or specific consent is granted under Section 6 of DSPE Act, 1946 by the State
Government where the case is registered; or when the case is entrusted by the Constitutional
courts, the powers and jurisdiction of members of the DSPE (CBI) may extend for investigation
as stipulated under Section 5 of DSPE Act, 1946. 

Withdrawal of consent, if any, by a State Government can be effected prospectively and not
retrospectively. Further, in the cases which are referred by the Constitutional Courts, the entry of
CBI cannot be denied by that State as these do not require the consent of the State.

This information was provided by the Union Minister of State (Independent Charge)
Development of North-Eastern Region (DoNER), MoS PMO, Personnel, Public Grievances &
Pensions, Atomic Energy and Space, Dr Jitendra Singh in written reply to a question in Rajya
Sabha today.
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Source : www.pib.nic.in Date : 2019-02-11

GOVERNMENT HAS DEVELOPED VARIOUS
MECHANISMS FOR MONITORING OF QUALITY OF
EDUCATION

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Education and related issues

Ministry of Human Resource Development

Government has developed various mechanisms for
monitoring of quality of education

Posted On: 07 FEB 2019 6:44PM by PIB Delhi

Central Government has developed the following mechanism for the monitoring of quality of
education in Government schools:

(1)        A web portal called ShaGun(from the words Shaala and Gunvatta) which has two parts
i.e., one is a Repository of good practices, photographs, videos, studies, newspaper articles etc
on elementary education, State /UT wise has been developed. Its purpose is to showcase
success stories and also to provide a platform for all stakeholders to learn from each other, and
instill a positive competitive spirit among all the States and UTs.

The second part is the online monitoring module of Shagun which measures state-level
performance and progress against key educational indicators which enables the Government of
India and the State and UT Departments of education to conduct real-time assessments which
normal paper-based monitoring mechanisms did not allow. Through Shagun, the data collection
and reporting processes have been simplified; resulting in a totally transparent and efficient
system.

In addition, an online Project Monitoring System (PMS) has been developed to monitor physical
and financial progress of implementation of various components under Samagra Shiksha
including appraisal of Annual Plans and issuing of sanctions etc.

(2)        In order to increase focus on quality of elementary education, the Central rules to the
RTE Act, 2009 have been amended on 20th February, 2017 to include reference on class-wise,
subject-wise Learning Outcomes. The Learning Outcomes for each class in Languages (Hindi,
English and Urdu), Mathematics, Environmental Studies, Science and Social Science up to the
elementary stage have, accordingly, been finalized and shared with all States and UTs. 
Learning

Outcomes have been translated in different languages and serve as a benchmark for student’s
capabilities to be achieved in each subject & class.

(3)        National Achievement Surveys are carried out by National Council for Educational
Research and Training (NCERT) to assess learning achievement of children in Classes – III, V,
VIII, and X. The National Achievement Survey (NAS) 2017 was held on 13th November for
assessing the competencies of children at the grade levels III, V and VIII covering 22 lakh
students from 1.10 lakh schools in all 36 states and UTs. NAS (2017) was administered with
districts as the unit of reporting in different subject areas such as languages, mathematics,
EVS/Science and Social Sciences in the Government and Government aided schools. The
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competency based test was based on the Learning Outcomes which were recently incorporated
in the Central Rules for RTE Act by the Government of India.

The National Achievement Survey for students of Class X was similarly, held on 5th February
2018, with a district level sampling framework covering nearly 15.5 lakh students using multiple
test booklets in Mathematics, Modern Indian Languages, English, Sciences and Social
Sciences. NAS district report cards have been shared with the States and UTs to help in
identifying gaps at the district level. Subsequently, a framework of intervention has been
developed and shared with States to improve the quality of learning in the schools.

(4)        Government of India has decided to participate in the Programme for International
Students Assessment (PISA) to be conducted by the Organization for Economic Cooperation
and Development (OECD) in 2021. PISA is a competency based assessment which unlike
content-based assessment, measures the extent to which students have acquired key
competencies that are essential for full participation in modern societies.  Learnings from
participation in PISA help to introduce competency based examination reforms in the school
system and help move away from rote learning. The CBSE and NCERT are part of the process
and activities leading to the actual test.

(5)        Shaala Siddhi is a School Standards and Evaluation Framework, developed by the
National Institute of Educational Planning and Administration (NIEPA), which enables the
schools to self evaluate based on seven key domains.

(6)        The NCERT has developed a framework for Performance Indicators for Elementary
School Teachers (PINDICS) and shared with the states. PINDICS is a  framework for assessing
teacher performance and providing constructive feedback for further improvement.       

Further, Central Government has taken the following initiatives for improving quality of
education:

(i)         Section 23(2) of the RTE Act has been amended to extend the period for training of
untrained in-service elementary teachers to 31st March, 2019. As per above amendment, all
untrained in-service teachers working in Government, Government aided, and Private un-aided
schools should acquire minimum qualification as laid down by an academic authority, authorized
by the Central Government, by 31st March, 2019. The National Institute of Open Schooling
(NIOS) has been entrusted to conduct this training through ODL (Open Distance Learning)
mode. The online D.El.Ed. course has started from 3rd October, 2017.  More than 13 Lakh
teachers have joined these courses.

(ii)        The Department of School Education and Literacy has launched an Integrated Scheme
for School Education-Samagra Shiksha, subsuming three erstwhile Centrally Sponsored
Schemes of Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA), Rashtriya Madhyamik Shiksha Abhiyan (RMSA) and
Teacher Education (TE). With effect from 1st April, 2018. The new integrated scheme envisages
school education as a continuum from pre-school to senior secondary level and aims to ensure
inclusive and equitable quality education at all levels.  The main objectives of the scheme are to
provide quality education, enhancing learning outcomes of students, bridging social and gender
gaps in school education, ensuring requisite infrastructure in schools, support to states in the
implementation of RTE Act, 2009 and strengthening of teacher education institutions.

(iii)       The Government has also launched Rashtriya Aavishkar Abhiyan (RAA) programme on
09.07.2015, to motivate and engage children of the age group from 6-18 years in Science,
Mathematics and Technology through observation, experimentation, inference drawing, model
building, etc. both through inside and outside classroom activities. The Central Government,
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supports States and UTs on early grade reading, writing & comprehension, and early
Mathematics programmes through a sub-programme namely ‘Padhe Bharat Badhe Bharat’
(PBBB) in foundational years of schooling.

(iv)       e PATHSHALA: a single point repository of e resources containing NCERT textbooks
and various other learning resources has been developed for showcasing and disseminating all
educational resources including textbooks, audio, video, periodicals, and a variety of other print
and non-print materials.

(v)        MHRD, has launched a Massive Open Online Courses (MOOCs) platform popularly
known as SWAYAM (Study Webs of Active learning for Young Aspiring Minds) on 9th July,
2017. The portal is offering various online courses for school education and higher education.
NCERT has been developing course modules for Massive Open and Online Course (MOOCs)
for school education system in 12 subject areas (Accountancy, business studies, biology,
chemistry, economic, history, geography, mathematics, physics, political science, psychology
and sociology) for classes IX-XII.  Twelve (12) courses and twenty one (21) courses have been
completed in the first cycle and second cycle (completed on 30 Nov. 2018) on SWAYAM
platform (https://swayam.gov.in/) respectively. Nearly 22,000 students and 30,000 students
were registered in the first cycle and second cycle respectively.

(vi)       A programme for utilization of satellite communication technologies for transmission of
educational e-contents through 32 National Channels i.e. SWAYAM PRABHA DTH-TV has been
launched. Central Institute of Educational Technology (CIET)-NCERT is the national coordinator
for one DTH TV channel i.e., Kishore Manch (#31) and has started feeding a 24x7 educational
TV channel w.e.f. 09 July, 2018. Besides, NIOS is running 5 channels for teachers, for
Secondary and Sr. Secondary levels and for sign language. 

(vii)      Performance Grading Index (PGI) - In order to objectively evaluate the performance of
the school education system in the States/UTs, MHRD has designed a 70 indicators based
matrix to grade the States/UTs.  The indicators have been chosen after detailed stakeholder
consultation and the information on these indicators is drawn from the inputs provided by the
respective States/UTs.  This grading system will assist the States and UTs to identify the gap
and design appropriate interventions to bridge them.

(viii)     Unified District Information System for Education Plus (UDISE +) - Timely and accurate
data is the basis of sound and effective planning and decision making. Towards this end, the
establishment of a well-functioning and sustainable Educational Management Information
System is of utmost importance today. Therefore from 2018-19, it has been decided to launch
the UDISE+  application, so that it becomes an effective tool for decision making. The entire
system will be online and will gradually move towards collecting real time data.

(ix)       In order to provide supplementary learning material for students and for upgrading the
skills of teachers, MHRD has developed a dedicated Digital Infrastructure for Knowledge
Sharing (DIKSHA) platform.  The high quality e-learning material both for students and teachers
are being uploaded by Ministry and States/UTs on this portal.  This is expected to substantially
augment the knowledge base of the students and technical skills of teachers at no additional
cost. 

This information was given by the Minister of State (HRD), Dr. Satya Pal Singh today in a written
reply to a Rajya Sabha question.
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Source : www.pib.nic.in Date : 2019-02-11

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA HAS TAKEN SEVERAL
INITIATIVES TO PROVIDE ‘SABKO SHIKSHA ACHCHI
SHIKSHA’

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Education and related issues

Ministry of Human Resource Development

Government of India has taken several initiatives to provide
‘Sabko Shiksha Achchi Shiksha’

Posted On: 07 FEB 2019 6:41PM by PIB Delhi

The Government of India has taken several initiatives to provide ‘Sabko Shiksha Achchi
Shiksha’ i.e. for making available good quality education, accessible and affordable for all. In
pursuance of the proposal of the Union Budget, 2018-19, to treat school education holistically
without segmentation from pre-school to Class XII, the Department of School Education and
Literacy has launched the Samagra Shiksha - an Integrated Scheme for School Education as a
Centrally Sponsored Scheme with effect from the year 2018-19. This programme subsumes the
three erstwhile Centrally Sponsored Schemes of Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA), Rashtriya
Madhyamik Shiksha Abhiyan (RMSA) and Teacher Education (TE).

Samagra Shiksha is an overarching programme for the school education sector extending from
pre-school to class XII and aims to ensure inclusive and equitable quality education at all levels
of school education.   It envisages the ‘school’ as a continuum from pre-school, primary, upper
primary, secondary to senior secondary levels.  The main emphasis of the Scheme is on
improving quality of school education and the strategy for all interventions would be to enhance
the Learning Outcomes at all levels of schooling. The Objectives of the Samagra Shiksha are (a)
Provision of quality education and enhancing learning outcomes of students; (b) Bridging Social
and Gender Gaps in School Education; (c) Ensuring equity and inclusion at all levels of school
education; (d) Ensuring minimum standards in schooling provisions; (e) Promoting
Vocationalisation of education; (f) Support States in implementation of Right of Children to Free
and Compulsory Education (RTE) Act, 2009; and (g)Strengthening and up-gradation of
SCERTs/State Institutes of Education and DIET as nodal agencies for teacher training.

The major features of Samagra Shiksha are as under:-

Provision for up-gradation of schools up-to senior secondary level and strengthening of
school infrastructure as per norms.

i.

Composite school grant increased from Rs. 14,500-50,000 to Rs. 25,000-1 Lakh and to be
allocated on the basis of school enrolment.

ii.

Annual Grant for sports equipment at the cost of Rs. 5000 for Primary Schools, Rs.10,000
for upper primary schools and up to Rs. 25,000 for secondary and senior secondary
schools.

iii.

Annual grant for Library at the cost of Rs. 5,000/- for Primary School, Rs.13,000/- for
composite Elementary school, Rs. 10,000/- for Secondary school (Class 9th & 10th),
Rs.10,000/- for Senior Secondary school (Class 11th & 12th), Rs. 20,000/- for composite
Senior Secondary school (Class 1st to 12th).

iv.

 Allocation for Children with Special Needs (CwSN) increased from Rs. 3,000 to Rs. 3,500v.
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per child per annum including a stipend of Rs. 200 per month for CWSN girls to be
provided from Classes I to XII – earlier it was only for classes IX to XII.
Allocation for uniforms enhanced from Rs. 400 to Rs. 600 per child per annum.vi.
Allocation for textbooks enhanced from Rs. 150/250 to Rs. 250/400 per child per annum.vii.
Upgradation of Kasturba Gandhi Balika Vidyalayas (KGBVs) from Class 6-8 to Class 6-
12.

viii.

Strengthening Teacher Education Institutions like SCERTs and DIETs to improve the
quality of teachers with SCERT as the nodal institution for in-service and pre-service
teacher training

ix.

Enhanced use of digital technology in education through smart classrooms, digital boards
and DTH channels.

x.

This information was given by the Minister of State (HRD), Dr. Satya Pal Singh today in a written
reply to a Rajya Sabha question.
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2019-02-12

60% CHILDREN ADOPTED IN INDIA BETWEEN 2015
AND 2018 ARE GIRLS

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Children - Schemes & their Performance,
Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

India may have a skewed gender ratio, but the female child happens to be the first choice when
it comes to adoption. The number of female children placed for in-country adoptions and inter-
country adoptions between 2015 and 2018 are relatively higher than male children.

During this period, about 11,649 children were put up for in-country adoptions; of them 6,962
were girls and 4,687 were boys. Of the 3,011 children that were placed for in-country adoption in
2015-16, as many as 1,855 were female children. In the year 2016-17, as many as 3,210
children were placed under in-country adoptions and of them 1,915 were females. The figures
for 2017-18 and 2018-19 (till December 2018) were 3,276 and 2,152, of which the numbers of
girl children were 1943 and 1249 respectively.

All the figures put together, female children comprise almost 60% of all in-country adoptions.
When it came to inter-country adoptions, the number of female children was even higher: 69%.
Of the 2,310 children placed under adoption between the same period, 1,594 were females.

The data was tabled by the Ministry of Women and Child Development in the Lok Sabha on
February 8, in response to a question by members Tej Pratap Sigh Yadav, L.R. Shivarame
Gowda and Anju Bala.

Prajakta Kulkarni, a member of the Central Adoption Resource Authority (CARA), said there was
little doubt that more girls were being adopted and it reflected that gender bias and the attitude
of people against the girl child are changing across the country. Ms. Kulkarni, who represents
the NGO-run Specialised Adoption Agency in the CARA steering committee, said the whole
issue of more girls getting adopted needs to be looked into with research.

More girls for adoption?

Sindhu Naik, member, Adoption Scrutiny Committee, State Council of Child Welfare
(Karnataka), said that one has to also look whether more girls were coming for adoption. Ms.
Naik said that the urban middle class people were preferring female children because they are
concerned and aware of the situation of the girl child. The situation may not be the same for
villages and small towns, she said.
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Source : www.pib.nic.in Date : 2019-02-12

“LIGHT HOUSE PROJECTS CHALLENGE” LAUNCHED -
TO BRING ABOUT PARADIGM SHIFT IN HOUSING
CONSTRUCTION TECHNOLOGY SECTOR

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Government policies & interventions for development in various
Sectors and issues arising out of their design & implementation incl. Housing

Ministry of Housing & Urban Affairs

“Light House Projects challenge” launched - to bring about
Paradigm shift in housing construction Technology Sector

States to Receive Central Assistance for these Projects

Posted On: 11 FEB 2019 11:52AM by PIB Delhi

The Ministry of Housing & Urban Affairs has instituted a challenge for States/ UTs to select six
sites across the country for constructing the Lighthouse projects under GHTC-India.   MoHUA
encourages all States/ UTs to participate in this challenge proactively. The winning six States/
UTs that score the highest marks across the prescribed criteria will be awarded lighthouse
projects. The States/ UTs will receive Central Assistance to construct these projects as per
PMAY (U) guidelines. In addition to this, a Technology Innovation Grant (TIG) for the States/
UTs is provisioned to offset the impact of any additional cost implication due to the use of new
technology and to absorb the issues related to economies of scale and other related factors. The
selected sites for lighthouse projects will be used as an ‘open laboratory’ for live
demonstration and will receive due attention from academia (Civil Engineering, Planning,
Architecture), practitioners (Public/ Private), policy makers (Central/ State) and media apart from
felicitation/ recognition in Grand Expo-cum-Conference.

            The Ministry of Housing & Urban Affairs has already launched a “Global Housing
Technology Challenge-India (GHTC- India)”. The challenge has three components viz. i)
Conduct of Grand Expo-cum-Conference, ii) Identifying Proven Demonstrable Technologies
from across the globe and iii) Promoting Potential Technologies through the establishment of
Affordable Sustainable Housing Accelerators- India (ASHA-I) for incubation and accelerator
support. Out of the three, the second component intends to identify and pilot ‘Proven
Demonstrable Technologies’ from around the world in actual housing projects in different parts
of the country. The shortlisted global technology providers will be invited to plan and construct
light house projects within the framework of PMAY (U) on pre-selected sites provided by
States/UTs across six identified PMAY.

            The last date for participation by the States/UTs is 20th February’19. The States / UTs
may send their applications in the prescribed format at the earliest and latest by 20th February
2019.The Selected States/ UTs will enter into a Memorandum of Agreement (MoU) with MoHUA
to execute these Light house projects in their States/ UTs under GHTC-India.

            The States / UTs have also been apprised about this challenge through Video
Conferencing Chaired by JS & MD, Housing for All, Shri Amrit Abhijat. He mentioned that the
Ministry will also be doing the Technology Meets during the Construction year. This will
encourage the potential beneficiary to visit the sites to see the ongoing work for adaptation. The
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States/UTs have given an enthusiastic response and are participating in this unique Challenge
with zeal.

 

RJ
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2019-02-14

RAJYA SABHA CLEARS LAW REMOVING LEPROSY AS
GROUND FOR DIVORCE

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Persons with Disability including Mentally Ill
People - Schemes & their Performance, Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

Parliament on Wednesday passed a Bill removing leprosy as a ground for divorce under five
personal laws, including the Hindu Marriage Act.

The Rajya Sabha on the last day of the Budget session passed the Bill without debate after
consensus on the issue.

The Personal Laws (Amendment) Bill, 2018 sought to remove leprosy as a ground for divorce in
five personal laws — Hindu Marriage Act, Dissolution of Muslim Marriages Act, Divorce Act (for
Christians), Special Marriage Act and the Hindu Adoptions and Maintenance Act.

However, consensus eluded on the Consumer Protection Bill which the government sought to
push on Wednesday.

The Upper House first passed The Personal Laws amendment Bill 2018 by voice vote and then
Chairman M. Venkaiah Naidu took up the Consumer Protection Bill but the same was met by
vociferous protest from Trinamool Congress and Left parties, forcing a 10-minute adjournment of
proceedings.

When the House reassembled, Mr. Naidu said there was a communication gap on the
Consumer Protection Bill and the same would not be taken up.

The Consumer Protection Bill 2018would replace the Consumer Protection Act, 1986.
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Source : www.indianexpress.com Date : 2019-02-14

BEGGING THE QUESTION
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights Issues - Other Rights

© 2019 The Indian Express Ltd.
All Rights Reserved

The writer is chairman, Economic Advisory Council to the PM. Views are personal.

An unstarred question on beggary was answered in the Lok Sabha on March 8, 2016, by the
minister of state for social justice and empowerment. According to Census 2011, the total
number of beggars and vagrants in India is 4,13,670 — 2,21,673 males and 1,91,997 females.
State-wise, with an aggregate of 81,244, West Bengal leads by a considerable margin, followed
by Uttar Pradesh. These numbers differ slightly from the figures given in the Ministry of Social
Justice and Empowerment’s ‘Handbook on Social Welfare Statistics’ (January 2016). The
handbook has two sets of numbers from two separate sources — Census 2011 and SECC,
2011 (rural). From Census 2011, there are 3,72,217 beggars and vagrants in India, 1,97,725
males and 1,74,492 females.

What is a vagrant and why do we still use such a term? Several states have anti-beggary
legislation — Andhra Pradesh, Assam, Bihar, Chhattisgarh, Goa, Gujarat, Haryana, Himachal
Pradesh, Jammu & Kashmir, Jharkhand, Karnataka, Kerala, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra,
Punjab, Sikkim, Tamil Nadu, Uttar Pradesh, Uttarakhand, West Bengal and Delhi. There can be
an entirely legitimate debate about the working and refinement of this anti-beggary legislation,
but that’s not the focus of this column. The word “vagrant” is a colonial legacy from the English
poor laws, reflective of the belief that able-bodied poor must be made to compulsorily work and
not laze around.

England had a Vagabonds and Beggars Act in 1494. This went through several versions and
eventually became the Vagrants Act 1824. We still carry vestigial legacies of such notions in
sections of the CrPC (Criminal Procedure Code). What is the difference between a vagrant and
a beggar? A vagrant has no fixed abode and wanders around. Is a vagrant a beggar who roams
around? Is a non-beggar who roams around a vagrant? By that definition, a religious mendicant
is a vagrant. These are legal issues and can be only pinned down through a piece of legislation.
In that list of state-specific legislation, all but two mention beggary, not vagrancy.

The two that mention vagrancy are the Bengal Vagrancy Act (1943) and Cochin Vagrancy Act
(1945), applicable to some parts of Kerala. For West Bengal, “Vagrant means a person found
asking for alms in any public place, or wandering about or remaining in any public place in such
condition or manner as makes it likely that such person exists by asking for alms but does not
include a person collecting money or asking for food or gifts for a prescribed purpose.” Cochin
has similar provisions. As I said, though the legislation may be directed against beggary,
itinerant or stationary, it seems to legally cover religious mendicants.

As everyone knows, a kumbh is under way in Prayagraj. When I visited the kumbh, I was told
1,00,000 sadhus have temporarily set up abode there. How does one know the number? I didn’t
get a satisfactory answer. I can understand some sanctity associated with the figure if the sadhu
is a member of one of the recognised akhadas. But not every sadhu is a member of an akhada.

Broadening the question, how many sadhus/sannyasis are there in India? Broadening it even
further, how many religious mendicants (irrespective of religion) are there? Typically, censuses
should give answers. Indeed, pre-Independence censuses did collect such figures. For example,
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in 1911, there were 9,79,293 fakirs, 8,14,365 yogis and 6,98,036 mendicants. Unless I have
missed something, censuses today don’t collect these numbers. Take the household Census
2011 schedule, which is focused on main workers and marginal workers, with few questions for
non-workers. If I am a non-worker, I tick one of several options. I can say “beggar”, or I can say
“other”. Since “other” isn’t disaggregated further, I think the census should simply say “beggar”
and not “beggar and vagrant”.

To return to the question of religious mendicants, what happens? There is no household to be
visited. How do I get numbers, if at all? There have been cases where courts have barred
sanyasis from getting involved in property disputes. If you have become a sanyasi, you have
severed all links with this world, including property rights. So runs the argument. At kumbh, my
wife asked a Naga sanyasi about the watch he was wearing. That answer isn’t important. More
importantly, he unhappily complained that thanks to being the head of an akhada, he now had to
open a bank account (for the akhada) and, therefore, get an Aadhaar number, against the
principles of sanyasa.

Thus, sanyasis have started to get legal identities. Do they have census identifies? The
ministry’s handbook also provides figures from SECC (rural). The heading isn’t “beggars and
vagrants”. It is “households engaged in begging, charity and alms collection”, which seems to be
a broader category. The SECC question is also fairly broad. It asks about the main source of
household income and has a possible response of begging/charity/alms collection. We are given
a figure of 6,68,479 households in rural India. For rural India, Census 2011 gives a figure of
2,36,850 individuals. Though they belong to the same year, there are several reasons why one
can’t directly compare the census with the SECC. In any event, both use the household as a unit
and religious mendicants are outside this unit.

Hence, I think we had better numbers for religious mendicants in 1911 than in 2011, or 2019. If
you are asked for a figure, say 2.5 lakhs. That was roughly the figure in 1911. With a 2.5 lakh
base, one lakh at the kumbh is plausible.

(The writer is chairman, Economic Advisory Council to the PM. Views are personal)
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CABINET APPROVES EXTENSION OF TENURE OF THE
NATIONAL COMMISSION FOR SAFAIKARMACHARIS
BEYOND 31.3.2019 FOR THREE YEARS

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights Issues - Other Rights

Cabinet

Cabinet approves Extension of tenure of the National
Commission for SafaiKarmacharis beyond 31.3.2019 for
three years

Posted On: 13 FEB 2019 9:18PM by PIB Delhi

 

          The Union Cabinet has approved the proposal for Extension of tenure of the
National Commissionfor SafaiKarmacharis(NCSK) beyond 31.3.2019 for three years.

Salient Features:

          The NCSK was established in the year 1993 as per the provisions of the NCSK Act 1993
initially for the period upto 31.3.1997. Later the validity of the Act was initially extended upto
31.3.2002 and thereafter upto 29.2.2004. The NCSK Act ceased to have effect from 29.2.2004.
After that the tenure of the NCSK has been extended as a non-statutory body from time to time.
The tenure of the present Commission is upto 31.3.2019.

Major impact:

          The major beneficiaries of the proposal would be the SafaiKaramcharis and persons
engaged in manual scavenging in the country since the NCSK will work for their welfare and
upliftment.The number of Manual Scavengers identified under the MS Act Survey as on
31.01.2019 is 14226 and under the National Survey undertaken by Ministry of Social Justice &
Empowerment at the behest of NITI Aayog is 31128 on 31.01.2019.

Background:

          The NCSK has been giving its recommendations to the Government regarding specific
programmes for welfare of SafaiKaramcharis, study and evaluate the existing welfare
programmes for SafaiKaramcharis, investigate cases of specific grievances etc. Also as per the
provisions of the Prohibition of Employment as Manual Scavengers and their Rehabilitation Act,
the NCSK has been assigned the work to monitor the implementation of the Act, tender advice
for its effective implementation to the Centre and State Governments and enquire into
complaints regarding contravention/non-implementation of the provisions of the Act. Though the
Government has taken many steps for the upliftment of the SafaiKaramcharis, the deprivation
suffered by them in socio-economic and educational terms is still far from being eliminated.
Further the practice of manual scavenging is still prevalent in the country and its eradication
continues to be an area of the highest priority for the Government.
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          Hence, the Government feels that there is a continued need to monitor the various
interventions and initiatives of the Government for welfare of SafaiKaramcharis and to achieve
the goal of complete eradication of the practice of manual scavenging in the country. Therefore,
the Cabinet has approved the present proposal for grant of extension of the tenure of National
Commission for SafaiKaramcharis (NCSK) for three more years beyond 31.3.2019.

AKT
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Source : www.pib.nic.in Date : 2019-02-14

CABINET APPROVES INTRODUCTION OF
REGISTRATION OF MARRIAGE OF NRI BILL 2019

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Women - Schemes & their Performance,
Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

Cabinet

Cabinet approves Introduction of Registration of Marriage
of NRI Bill 2019

Posted On: 13 FEB 2019 9:16PM by PIB Delhi

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi has approved the introduction of
Registration of Marriage of Non-Resident Indian (NRI) Bill, 2019, for creating   more  
accountability and offering more protection against exploitation of Indian citizens, mostly women
by their NRI spouses.

 

Details:

 

          The Bill provides for amendment of the legal framework to act as a deterrent to the erring
NRI spouses and creating more accountability and offer protection against exploitation of Indian
Citizens married to NRIs.

 

          Once the Bill is passed, marriages performed by NRIs would be registered in India or
Indian Missions & Posts abroad, and necessary changes would be carried out in the:

Passports Act, 1967; and1.
Code of Criminal Procedure 1973 by insertion of Section 86A.2.

 

Major Impact:

 

          Serving Judicial summons for Court proceedings in India is a major problem, which would
be taken care of by this Bill by amending the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973. Thus, the Bill
would offer great protection to Indian citizens married to NRIs and serve as a deterrent to NRIs
against harassment of their spouses. This Bill would benefit Indian women married to NRIs
worldwide.  

AKT
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Source : www.pib.nic.in Date : 2019-02-14

CABINET APPROVES REVISION IN THE LIST OF
SCHEDULED TRIBES OF CHHATTISGARH

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of STs, SCs, and OBCs - Schemes & their
Performance, Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

Cabinet

Cabinet approves Revision in the list of Scheduled Tribes
of Chhattisgarh

Posted On: 13 FEB 2019 9:14PM by PIB Delhi

The Union Cabinet, chaired by the Prime Minister Narendra Modi, has given its approval to the
Cabinet note on the proposal for official Amendments in The Constitution (Scheduled Castes
and Scheduled Tribes) Order (Amendment) Bill, 2016 so as to modify the list of Scheduled
Tribes (STs) of Chhattisgarh.

 

The following changes will be made in list of Scheduled Tribes of Chhattisgarh:-

 

In entry 5, after "BhariaBhumia,", the following shall be inserted, namely:-1.
        "Bhuinya, Bhuiyan, Bhuyan,";

for entry 14, the following entry shall be substituted, namely:-1.
        "14. Dhanwar, Dhanuhar, Dhanuwar"

iii.    for entries 32 and 33, the following entries shall be substituted, namely:-

        "32. Nagesia, Nagasia, Kisan 33. Oraon, Dhanka, Dhangad"; (iv)       for entry 41, the
following entry shall be substituted, namely:-

        "41 .Sawar, Sawara, Saunra, Saonra"; and

after entry 42, the following entry shall be inserted, namely:-"43. Binjhia".43.
 

This Act may be called the Constitution (Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes) Order
(Amendment) Bill, 2019. After the Bill becomes an Act, member of the communities newly listed
in the revised list of Scheduled Tribes of Chhattisgarh will also be able to derive benefits meant
for Scheduled Tribes under the existing schemes of the Government. Some of the major
schemes of this kind include Post Matric Scholarship, National Overseas Scholarship, National
Fellowship, Top Class Education, Concessional Loans from National Scheduled Tribes Finance
and Development Corporation, Hostels for ST boys and girls etc. In addition to above, they will
also be entitled to benefits of reservation in services and admission to educational institutions as
per Government policy.
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CABINET APPROVES CONTINUATION OF SUB-
SCHEMES UNDER “UMBRELLA PROGRAMME FOR
DEVELOPMENT OF SCHEDULED TRIBES” FOR THE
PERIOD TILL MARCH, 2020

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of STs, SCs, and OBCs - Schemes & their
Performance, Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA)

Cabinet approves continuation of sub-schemes under
“Umbrella programme for development of Scheduled
Tribes” for the period till March, 2020

Over 10 crore Scheduled Tribe people to be benefitted

Posted On: 13 FEB 2019 9:07PM by PIB Delhi

 

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs chaired by the Prime Minister, Shri Narendra
Modihas given its approval for continuation of sub-schemes under “Umbrella programme for
development of Scheduled Tribes” from 1.4.2017 to 31.3.2020 with an outlay of Rs.11,900
crore. 

 

The approved schemes include:

 

1 Pre-Matric Scholarship

2 Post Matric Scholarship

3 Ashram Schools

4 Boys & Girls Hostels

5 Vocational Training

6 Monitoring and Evaluation

7 Tribal Festivals, Tribal Research, Information and Mass Education

8 Aid to Voluntary Organisation working for the welfare of Scheduled Tribes

9 Development of Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups (PVTGs)

10 Minimum Support Price for Minor Forest Produce

11 Special Central Assistance (SCA) to States for Tribal Sub-Schemes (TSS)
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Impact:

          The sub-schemes will help to fill critical gaps in institutions and programmes for the
welfare of Scheduled Tribes with focus on specific interventions.

 

Beneficiaries:

          More than 10 crore Scheduled Tribe population will be benefitted through this scheme.

 

 

 

 

Background:

 

The ongoing schemes have been rationalised by the Government and have been brought under
Umbrella programme for development of Scheduled Tribes as its sub-schemes.  These sub-
schemes need continuation for delivering development related services to the intended ST
beneficiaries.  The aims of these schemes are as under:

To reduce the gap in the education achievement of ST children compared to the other
population groups

i.

To fill in the critical gaps in existing efforts of access, retention and quality of education of
ST children

ii.

Research studies in the field of tribal developmentiii.
To promote effectiveness in delivery of service and also enhance the reach of welfare
schemes of Government in service deficient tribal areas in the sectors such as livelihood,
health, education etc. through efforts of Voluntary Organisations (VOs)

iv.

Planning the socio-economic development of the Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups
(PVTGs) in a holistic manner by adopting habitat development approach

v.

To establish a system to ensure fair monetary returns to Minor Forest Produce (MFP)
gatherers for their efforts in collection, primary processing, storage, packaging,
transportation etc.

vi.

vii. To enhance quality of life by providing basic amenities in tribal areas / localities including
housing, link road, last mile connectivity, drinking water, sanitation etc.

●
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NATIONAL POLICY FOR DOMESTIC WORKERS
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights Issues - Other Rights

Ministry of Labour & Employment

National Policy for Domestic Workers

Posted On: 13 FEB 2019 5:24PM by PIB Delhi

The Central Government has not   enacted any separate law to protect the interest of domestic
workers. However, the Ministry of Labour & Employment is considering to formulate a National
Policy on Domestic Workers which is in the draft stage.   The salient features of the proposed
draft National Policy on Domestic Workers are as under:

(i) Inclusion of Domestic Workers in the existing legislations.

(ii) Domestic workers will have the right to register as unorganized   workers. Such registration

     will facilitate their access to rights & benefits.

(iii) Right to form their own associations/unions

(iv) Right to minimum wages, access to social security

(v) Right to enhance their skills

(vi) Protection of Domestic Workers from abuse and exploitation

(vii) Domestic Workers to have access to courts, tribunals for grievance redressal

(viii) Establishment of a mechanism for regulation of private placement agencies.

(ix)  Establishment of a grievance redressal system for domestic workers.

 

The Unorganized Workers’ Social Security Act, 2008 has been enacted for providing social
security to all unorganized workers including domestic workers. The Act provides formulation of
social security schemes viz life and disability cover, health and maternity benefits & old age
protection. The State Governments are mandated under the Unorganized Workers’ Social
Security Act, 2008 to formulate suitable welfare schemes for the unorganized sector workers
including domestic workers relating to provident fund, employment injury benefits housing,
education schemes for children, skill up gradation of workers, financial assistance & old age
homes.

The State Governments of Andhra Pradesh,  Jharkhand, Karnataka, Kerela, Odisha, Rajasthan,
Haryana,  Punjab, Tamilnadu and Tripura have  included domestic workers in the schedule of
Minimum Wages Act and the Workers are also entitled to file  case before the concerned
authorities in  case of grievance in this   regard. The matter of constitution of State Domestic
Workers Board is under the jurisdiction of the State Governments.
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This information was given by Shri Santosh Kumar Gangwar, Minister of State (I/C) for Labour
and Employment in written reply to a question in Rajya Sabha today.

 

****

RCJ/SKP/IA
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WELFARE AND REHABILITATION OF BONDED
LABOURERS

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights Issues - Other Rights

Ministry of Labour & Employment

Welfare and Rehabilitation of Bonded Labourers

Posted On: 13 FEB 2019 5:23PM by PIB Delhi

In order to assist the State Governments in the task of rehabilitation of identified and
released bonded labourers, a Centrally Sponsored Plan Scheme for Rehabilitation of
Bonded Labour has been in operation since May, 1978. The Central Government has
revamped the Centrally Sponsored Plan Scheme for Rehabilitation of Bonded
Labourers with effect from 17th May, 2016. The salient features of the ‘Central Sector
Scheme for Rehabilitation of Bonded Labourer, 2016’ are as under:

Financial assistance is provided for rehabilitation of a rescued bonded labourer at the
rate of rupees one lakh for adult male beneficiary, Rs. 2 lakh for special category
beneficiaries such as children including orphans or those rescued from organized &
forced begging rings or other forms of forced child labour, and women and   Rs. 3
lakh in cases of bonded or forced labour involving extreme cases of deprivation or
marginalization such as trans-genders, or women or children rescued from ostensible
sexual exploitation such as brothels, massage parlours, placement agencies etc., or
trafficking, or in cases of differently abled persons, or in situations where the District
Magistrate deems fit. The financial assistance for rehabilitation is 100% funded by the
Central Government.

The Scheme also provides for financial assistance of Rs. 4.50 lakh per district to the
States for conducting survey of bonded labourers, Rs. 1.00 Lakh for evaluatory
studies and Rs. 10 Lakhs per State per annum for awareness generation. Central
Government will give 50% of the amount required for conducting Survey, Awareness
Generation and Evaluatory Studies in advance. A State may conduct survey once in
every three years per sensitive district. A State may conduct five Evaluatory Studies
per year.

The release of rehabilitation assistance has been linked with conviction of the
accused. However, immediate assistance upto Rs. 20,000/- may be provided to the
rescued bonded labour by the District Administration irrespective of the status of
conviction proceedings.

The Scheme provides for creation of a Bonded Labour Rehabilitation Fund at District
level by each State with a permanent corpus of at least Rs. 10 lakh at the disposal of
the District Magistrate for extending immediate help to the released bonded
labourers.
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The benefits prescribed above shall be, in addition to, other cash or non-cash
benefits which a beneficiary under this scheme is entitled to, by or under any other
scheme or law applicable for the time being in force.

This information was given by Shri Santosh Kumar Gangwar, Minister of State (I/C)
for Labour and Employment in written reply to a question in Rajya Sabha today.

 

****

RCJ/SKP/IA
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Source : www.prsindia.org Date : 2019-02-14

PRS
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Children - Schemes & their Performance,

Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

Introduced
Lok Sabha
Jan 08, 2019
Gray
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2019-02-16

RTI INTEGRAL, SAYS SC BUT REFUSES TO COME
UNDER IT

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Important Aspects of Governance, Transparency & Accountability
including Right to Information and Citizen Charter

The Supreme Court on Friday lauded the role of the Right to Information (RTI) Act as an
“integral part of any vibrant democracy.” But the apex court itself has refused to come within the
ambit of the information transparency law for the past one decade.

The court has firmly resisted back-to-back decisions of the Central Information Commission
(CIC) and the Delhi High Court to open up to the RTI regime as far as the issues of Collegium
and judicial appointments are concerned. In fact, the appeal filed by the Supreme Court against
public disclosure under RTI has been pending in the Supreme Court since 2010.
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Source : www.pib.nic.in Date : 2019-02-20

CABINET APPROVES PROPOSAL FOR
PROMULGATION OF THE MUSLIM WOMEN
(PROTECTION OF RIGHTS ON MARRIAGE), SECOND
ORDINANCE, 2019

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Women - Schemes & their Performance,
Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

Cabinet

Cabinet approves Proposal for Promulgation of the Muslim
Women (Protection of Rights on Marriage), Second
Ordinance, 2019

Posted On: 19 FEB 2019 8:42PM by PIB Delhi

The Union Cabinet, chaired by the Prime Minister Narendra Modi, has given its approval to the
following proposals:

 

Promulgation of an Ordinance, namely the Muslim Women (Protection of Rights on
Marriage) Second Ordinance, 2019, as per Appendix-III (pages(9 to 12) under clause (1) of
article 123 of the Constitution; and

1.

 

Move necessary official amendments in the Muslim Women (Protection of Rights on
Marriage) Bill, 2018 pending in Rajya Sabha to replace the aforesaid Ordinance with such
modifications of drafting and consequential nature as may be considered necessary.

1.

 

Benefits:

 

          The proposed Ordinance will protect the rights of married Muslim women and prevent
divorce by the practice of instantaneous and irrevocable ‘talaq-e-biddat’ by their husbands. It will
discourage the practice of triple talaq i.e. talaq-e-biddat. Promulgation of the proposed
Ordinance will provide the rights of subsistence allowance, custody of minor children to victims
of triple talaq i.e. talaq-e-biddat.

****

AKT/SH

 



cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

(Release ID: 1565275) Visitor Counter : 292

Read this release in: Gujarati

END
Downloaded from crackIAS.com

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com



cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

Source : www.pib.nic.in Date : 2019-02-20

PAN-INDIA EMERGENCY NUMBER ‘112’ LAUNCHED
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Women - Schemes & their Performance,

Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

Ministry of Home Affairs

Pan-India Emergency Number ‘112’ launched

Union Home Minister calls for effective implementation of
Women’s Safety projects

Investigation Tracking System for Sexual Offences (ITSSO)
and Safe City Implementation Monitoring Portal also
launched

MHA approves Rs. 78.86 crores to strengthen DNA analysis
capacities of four State Forensic Science Laboratories

Posted On: 19 FEB 2019 3:23PM by PIB Delhi

The Union Home Minister Shri Rajnath Singh and Minister for Women and Child Development,
Smt. Maneka  Sanjay Gandhi here today jointly launched the Women Safety initiative of
Emergency Response Support System (ERSS) in 16 States/UTs and Mumbai city. People in
these states and UTs can now call a single pan India number 112 for any emergency. In
addition, Investigation Tracking System for Sexual Offences (ITSSO) and Safe City
Implementation Monitoring Portal were also launched. Speaking on the occasion, Shri Rajnath
Singh said launch of ERSS is a “milestone in women safety in the country.”

The 16 States/UTs where the ERSS has been launched today are Andhra Pradesh,
Uttarakhand, Punjab, Kerala, Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan, UP, Telangana, Tamil Nadu,
Gujarat, Puducherry, Lakshadweep, Andaman, Dadra & Nagar Haveli, Daman & Diu, J&K.
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Home Minister, welcoming the joint effort of Ministries of WCD and MHA in preparing and
launching these women safety initiatives, called on the States for effective implementation of
these initiatives to make them a success. He also called for continued coordination among the
various oraganisations and officials engaged in operationalisation of these projects in Police,
Judiciary, Civil Administration and the volunteers. He cited various initiatives of MHA towards
improving women safety after creation of Women Safety Division in MHA.

Shri Rajnath Singh said, “to improve the ecosystem of women safety in the country, we have to
not only strengthen the Judicial System but also to change the mind-set of the society towards
women”. He said that women safety is a sensitive issue and each one in the society should take
responsibility for it so that women can equally and freely contribute for strengthening the
economy, politics and society of the country.

Highlighting the importance of ERSS, he said that very soon it will be implemented across the
whole country. He said that people need not remember multiple helpline numbers. One can dial
112 or use Panic Button on their phones or 112 India Mobile App to connect to a single
emergency services number 112 which will combine Police, Fire, Health and other helplines
through an Emergency Response Centre in the State. He also congratulated the agencies and
volunteers for their contribution in making it a successful campaign of enhancing the ecosystem
of women safety in the country.

Union Home Minister also announced approval of Rs. 78.76 crore for a special project under the
Nirbhaya Fund for strengthening DNA analysis capacities in the State Forensic Science
Laboratories of four States of Tamil Nadu (Chennai and Madurai), Uttar Pradesh (Lucknow and
Agra), West Bengal (Kolkata) and Maharashtra ( Mumbai). He said that this effort will help in
speedy investigation of rape cases.

Speaking on the occasion, the Union Minister for Women and Child Development, Smt. Menaka
Sanjay Gandhi appreciated the assistance of Home Ministry in preparing these women safety
projects. She thanked Shri Rajnath Singh for sanctioning funds to strengthen six Forensic
Science Laboratories for quick investigation in rape cases and sought provision of investigation
kits at every police station in the country specially at the One Stop Centres.

In his address, the Union Home Secretary Shri Rajiv Gauba said that these initiatives could
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prove to be a “game changer” if implanted effectively by the states. He further said that time-
bound disposal of cases against women is the most important component in implementing these
projects.

He said the Government has launched these initiatives to provide effective deterrence against
the offence of rape, besides enactment of the Criminal Law (Amendment) Act, 2018. And for
effective implementation of the Act, the measures to strengthen investigation and prosecution
machinery will instil a sense of security amongst women.

ERSS had already been successfully implemented in the States of Himachal of Pradesh and
Nagaland.

Safe City Implementation Monitoring Portal

Investigation Tracking System for Sexual Offences (ITSSO)

*****

BB/NK/PK/SS
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2019-02-21

THE PRIVATE SECTOR IN PUBLIC HEALTH
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

The healthcare panel at the recent India Conference hosted by students of the Harvard Kennedy
School and the Harvard Business School discussed the role of the private sector in augmenting
public healthcare services. Goal 3 of the UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) is to
“ensure healthy lives and promote well-being for all at all ages”. India has a mammoth role in
helping the world attain SDG-3 as global health indicators cannot improve without India making
giant strides. In providing healthcare, the Indian government has led the way, as it should, given
that India is a welfare state.

Over the past decade, courtesy changing demographics and lifestyles, India has been
witnessing shifting disease prevalence in terms of the largest causes of morbidity and mortality.
This requires that we give our health delivery system a re-look. The Harvard panel dove in to
how the private sector can be leveraged for this purpose. The precondition is to create an
ecosystem where partnerships between the private and the public sector can thrive. This must
start with trust and stated common objectives. Once the ecosystem is more conducive,
complementarities need to be identified.

While one may not foresee a great presence of the private sector in providing primary healthcare
services, areas such as ambulance services and value-based care delivery can be promoted
through this sector. Ayushman Bharat seeks to improve the network of the government’s first-
point-of-contact health centres. For higher levels of services, the private sector can be
incorporated by creating linkages between public health infrastructure and private providers
through a hub-and-spokes model.

Besides services, the private sector is also a source of capital. A legally mandated way to
provide this is through Corporate Social Responsibility. Companies above a certain annual
turnover (1,000 crore), net worth (500 crores) or annual net profits (5 crore) have to earmark 2%
of their net profits of the past three years to CSR projects, which may include healthcare
projects. CSR has not yet reached its full potential. However, it is encouraging to see the
merging of initiatives. This is seen in the government directing companies, albeit public sector
ones, to the focus districts of the Aspirational Districts programme, which was started in 2018 to
improve governance and service delivery across six sectors including health and nutrition.

At the end of the day the lesson was clear: as India strives to ensure availability, affordability
and accessibility to quality healthcare for its people, both private and public stakeholders need to
come together.

The writer is a doctor pursuing a Master’s degree in Public Policy at Harvard University

Pakistan’s identity crisis, going back to the debates since its creation, remains unresolved
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Source : www.pib.nic.in Date : 2019-02-21

CABINET APPROVES PROPOSAL FOR CONSTITUTION
OF DEVELOPMENT AND WELFARE BOARD FOR DE-
NOTIFIED, NOMADIC AND SEMI-NOMADIC
COMMUNITIES

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of STs, SCs, and OBCs - Schemes & their
Performance, Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

Cabinet

Cabinet approves proposal for Constitution of Development
and Welfare Board for De-notified, Nomadic and Semi-
Nomadic Communities

Posted On: 19 FEB 2019 8:57PM by PIB Delhi

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi has

given its approval for constitution of Development and Welfare Board for Denotified, Nomadic
and Semi-nomadic Communities (DNCs).

 

 

Background:

 

The NDA Government is committed to reach the most deprived citizens of this country. Amongst
the most disadvantage communities in the country are the Denotified, Nomadic and Semi-
Nomadic Communities (DNCs). These communities are hard to reach, less visible, and therefore
frequently left out. While most DNTs are spread across the Scheduled Castes (SC), Scheduled
Tribes (ST) and Other Backward Classes (OBC) categories, some DNTs are not covered in any
of the SC. ST or OBC categories.

 

 

It has, therefore, approved the setting up of a Committee under the Chairpersonship of Vice-
Chairman, NITI Aayog which will complete the process of identification of the Denotified,
Nomadic and Semi-Nomadic Communities (DNCs) that have not yet been formally classified.

 

The Government in July 2014 had constituted National Commission for Denotified, Nomadic and
Semi-Nomadic Tribes (NCDNT) for a period of three years to prepare a State-wise list of castes
belonging to Denotified and Nomadic Tribes and to suggest appropriate measures in respect of
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Denotified and Nomadic Tribes that may be undertaken by the Central Government or the State
Government. The Commission started its work on 09.01.2015 submitted its report on 8th
January, 20IS.

 

The Commission recommended for the setting of up a Permanent Commission for these
communities. Since most of the DNTs are covered in SC, ST or OBC, constitution of a
Permanent Commission will not be very effective in implementing development programmes,
rather it will look at grievance redressal and will therefore be in conflict with mandate of existing
commissions for SCs (National Commission for Scheduled Castes)., STs (National Commission
for Scheduled Tribes) and OBCs (National Commission for Backward Classes). The
Government has therefore decided to set up a Development and Welfare Board under the
Societies Registration Act, 1860 under the aegis of Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment
for the purpose of implementing development and welfare programmes for Denotified, Nomadic
and Semi-nomadic Communities.

 

The State-wise list of communities prepared by the Commission is not complete in the sense
that with respect to some communities the Commission has stated in its report that this require
further validation.

AKT/SH
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2019-02-22

LAKHS OF FOREST DWELLERS FACE EVICTION
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of STs, SCs, and OBCs - Schemes & their

Performance, Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

A recent Supreme Court order may lead to the eviction of lakhs of persons belonging to the
Scheduled Tribes (STs) and Other Traditional Forest Dwellers (OTFDs) categories across 21
States — their claim as forest dwellers have been rejected under the Forest Rights Act of 2006.

A three-judge Bench of Justices Arun Mishra, Navin Sinha and Indira Banerjee on February 13
had ordered the Chief Secretaries of many of these States to evict those whose claims as forest
dwellers have been finally rejected under the law. The court directed that the eviction should be
carried out on or before July 24, 2019, that is, the next date of hearing.

‘File affidavits by July 12’

The Bench, in a 19-page order, cautioned the States that if the evictions are not carried out
within the stipulated time, “the matter would be viewed seriously.”

The court ordered the States’ Chief Secretaries to also file affidavits by July 12, explaining why
the rejected claimants were not evicted even after their claims were junked.

The court ordered the Forest Survey of India (FSI) to make a satellite survey and place on
record the “encroachment positions.” It directed FSI to also place on record the position “after
the eviction as far as possible.”

Section 6 of the Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional Forest Dwellers (Recognition of Forest
Rights) Act of 2006 shows a multi-layered and hierarchical procedure for recognition or rejection
of forest-dweller claims starting at the gram sabha level with multiple appellate committees at
the State level.

The Act is intended to provide a framework to “recognise and vest the forest rights and
occupation in forest land in forest dwelling Scheduled Tribes and other traditional forest dwellers
who have been residing in such forests for generations but whose rights could not be recorded.”

In Andhra Pradesh, the court recorded that not a single order of eviction has been complied
though 66,351 claims across 1,14,400 acres of forest land have been rejected. “Once orders of
eviction have been passed, the eviction ought to have taken place,” the Supreme Court said.
Likewise in Assam, 22,398 claims of STs and 5,136 claims of OTFDs across 10,128 hectares
and 561.4 hectares, respectively, were rejected.

In Tamil Nadu, 7,148 claims of STs and 1,881 claims of OTFDs were rejected. In Karnataka, the
number of rejected claims of OTFDs far surpass that of STs at 1.42 lakh to 35,521. Over 82,000
claims of STs were rejected in Telangana alone. Kerala’s statistics show that out of 39,999
claims, 894 were rejected. West Bengal records the rejection of 50,288 claims of STs and
35,856 claims of OTFDs. Other States under the spotlight are Maharashtra, Rajasthan, Madhya
Pradesh, Odisha, Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh, Tripura, Jharkhand, Himachal Pradesh, Goa,
Chhattisgarh, Bihar and Gujarat.
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2019-02-23

WITHOUT LAND OR RECOURSE
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of STs, SCs, and OBCs - Schemes & their

Performance, Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

The order of the Supreme Court issued on February 13 with respect to the claims of
forest-dwelling peoples in India — the Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional Forest Dwellers
— is a case of the Supreme Court speaking against itself. In effect, the court has ordered the
eviction of lakhs of people whose claims as forest dwellers have been rejected under the
Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional Forest Dwellers (Recognition of Forest Rights) Act,
2006, or FRA. That this order negates the claims of citizens under special protection of the
Constitution, viz. the Scheduled Tribes and other vulnerable communities already pushed by
gross governmental neglect precariously to the edge, is another matter altogether. The question
before us today centres on the responsibility of the Supreme Court in upholding constitutional
claims and equal citizenship.

The order in question was issued in the case of Wildlife First & Ors v. Ministry of Forest and
Environment & Ors. The question before the court as stated in the order of 2016 when the
matter was last heard related to “the constitutional validity of the [FRA] and also the questions
pertaining to the preservation of forests in the context of the above-mentioned Act.” The details
regarding claims made under the FRA that were placed before the court by the petitioner in
2016 showed that of the 44 lakh claims filed before appropriate authorities in the different
States, 20.5 lakh claims (46.5%) were rejected. The order of 2016 went on to observe:
“Obviously, a claim in the context of the above-mentioned Act is based on an assertion that a
claimant has been in possession of a certain parcel of land located in the forest areas.” True. A
claim is made either for individual or community rights by the people/communities covered by
the FRA. This is a plain reading of the Act, which is unambiguous on this score.

From here, however, that order did a jurisprudential somersault to observe, “If the claim is found
to be not tenable by the competent authority, the result would be that the claimant is not entitled
for the grant of any Patta or any other right under the Act but such a claimant is also either
required to be evicted from that parcel of land or some other action is to be taken in accordance
with law” (emphasis added). This was the material part of the order. In other words, the claimant
cannot contest the decision of the authority, said the court. With respect to action to be taken
against those “unauthorisedly in possession of forest land”, the States were then asked by the
Supreme Court to report on concrete measures taken to evict the Scheduled Tribes and Other
Traditional Forest Dwellers from the forest. In the very next paragraph, which pertained to the
State of Tamil Nadu, the order referred to action against those people whose claims had been
rejected as “eviction of encroachers”.

In the present order of February 2019, the Supreme Court specifically directs governments in 21
States by name to carry out evictions of rejected claimants without further delay and report on or
before July 12. There are several questions that must be foregrounded for immediate attention.

The most obvious one has to do with the meanings attached to the rejection of claims.
According to the 2014 report of the High-Level Committee on Socio-Economic, Health and
Educational Status of Tribal Communities in India, constituted by the Government of India (Xaxa
Committee), 60% of the forest area in the country is in tribal areas — protected by Article 19(5)
and Schedules V and VI of the Constitution. With specific reference to claims under the FRA,
reiterating the finding of several other studies that have documented the deep procedural flaws
in processing claims, the Xaxa Committee observed that “claims are being rejected without
assigning reasons, or based on wrong interpretation of the ‘OTFD’ definition and the
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‘dependence’ clause, or simply for lack of evidence or ‘absence of GPS survey’ (lacunae which
only require the claim to be referred back to the lower-level body), or because the land is
wrongly considered as ‘not forest land’, or because only forest offence receipts are considered
as adequate evidence. The rejections are not being communicated to the claimants, and their
right to appeal is not being explained to them nor its exercise facilitated.” The mere rejection of
claims by the state therefore does not add up to a finding of the crime of “encroachment” — the
sheer volume of rejections should instead set alarm bells ringing in the court of procedural
improprieties.

Interestingly, in this case it appears as if a private party — Wildlife First — is pitted against the
state. A closer examination reveals that it is, in fact, Wildlife First and the state together which
have joined forces against the most vulnerable communities in the country living in areas
constitutionally protected from encroachment even by the state — can we forget the stellar
Samata judgment of the Supreme Court in 1997?

Why must we worry about this order of the Supreme Court in 2019? As has been widely
reported, the immediate result will be the forced eviction of over one million people belonging to
the Scheduled Tribes and other forest communities. Importantly, the area marked for eviction
falls under areas designated under Schedule V and Schedule VI of the Constitution — there is
no reference to the implications for governance in the Scheduled Areas and whether the
Supreme Court, in fact, has the authority to order evictions of Scheduled Tribes from Scheduled
Areas. In a democratic country with citizens (not subjects) and a written Constitution which is
affirmed by the people who are sovereign, how can we countenance the dismantling of an entire
constitutional apparatus that prescribes the non-derogable boundaries to Adivasi homelands
and institutional mechanisms that promote autonomy and restrain interference in self-
governance?

At an even more fundamental level, we are speaking of special protections under the
Constitution — even more today than ever before. The presence of Article 19(5) in the
Fundamental Rights chapter of the Constitution, which specifically enjoins the state to make
laws “for the protection of the interests of any Scheduled Tribe”, is vital. How has the Supreme
Court ordered the eviction in complete disregard of this core and express fundamental right
protection to Adivasis (as distinct from legal/statutory protection), which protects them from a
range of state and non-state intrusions in Scheduled Areas as well as from the perennial threat
of eviction from their homelands? Is it not the supreme obligation of the Supreme Court to
protect the Scheduled Tribes and other vulnerable communities from the grave harms of violent
dispossession?

Finally, in the recent judgments of the apex court on the right to privacy and Section 377, the
court has sung paeans to autonomy, liberty, dignity, fraternity and constitutional morality — the
pillars of transformative constitutionalism. It is the same court in the same era that has now
ordered the dispossession of entire communities protected under the Constitution. We, as
citizens, have every reason to worry.

Kalpana Kannabiran is Professor & Director, Council for Social Development, Hyderabad
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12 LAKH TREATED UNDER AYUSHMAN BHARAT
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

PM-JAY was launched in September last year.   | Photo Credit: luchschen

The Central government’s entitlement-based health scheme, the Ayushman Bharat-Pradhan
Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (PM-JAY), has provided treatment to 12 lakh people, and secondary
and tertiary healthcare worth over 1,600 crore to beneficiaries across the country.

Launched in September last year, the PM-JAY aims to provide an annual health cover of 5 lakh
per family to more than 10.74 crore poor families, or 50 crore people, for secondary and tertiary
care hospitalisation, through a network of empanelled health care providers.

“In the past 150 days after the launch, more than 1.7 crore beneficiary e-cards have been
generated, facilitating access to quality healthcare under the scheme to 12 lakh poor across the
country. Currently, 14,856 hospitals have been empanelled under the PM-JAY. Out of these,
around 7,244 or 49% are private hospitals,” noted a release by the PM-JAY.

Union Health Minister J.P. Nadda said that with its focus on providing best-in-class in-patient
care to the poorest 40% in the country, two-thirds of the total hospital admission expenditure of
over 1,600 crore has been utilised towards tertiary care procedures or treatment for serious
illnesses.

“Cardiology and cardio-thoracic and vascular procedures such as CAG (coronary angiography);
double and single stent PTCA (percutaneous transluminal coronary angioplasty), medicated and
inclusive of diagnostic angiogram; coronary balloon angioplasty; and orthopaedic procedures
such as external fixation of long bone, are the top five packages of the PM-JAY, worth more
than 592 crore. They account for 37% of the total [hospital] admission amount,” the Minister
added.

According to the release, 1.3 lakh village-level entrepreneurs (VLE) across 65,500 Common
Service Centres (CSCs), a network of single-window service providers run by the VLEs, are part
of the government’s rural outreach programme. These volunteers have been engaged for the
verification of Ayushman Bharat beneficiaries through the generation of PM-JAY e-cards in 13
States.

Speaking at the 25th edition of Medical Fair India, 2019, on Friday, Dr. Indu Bhushan, CEO,
Ayushman Bharat said: “We have completed 150 days and issued 2 crore cards. We will be
completing 5 months tomorrow. We are issuing 4-5 lakh cards every day. Fifteen thousand
hospitals have joined the movement and 15% of them are private hospitals. The future of this
movement lies in good integration between private and public healthcare entities. I urge all
entities to not sit on the fence and wait for the change. Join in and make the change happen.”

Please enter a valid email address.

British journalist and author Antony Peattie traces the condition of anorexia in England’s
celebrated poet, Lord George Byron, in his soon-to-be-released book

History was created last year when Dr. Tejas Patel performed a telerobotic surgery. He was 30
kms away from the patient. How is a surgery performed
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MORE THAN 10,000 AYUSHMAN BHARAT-HEALTH AND
WELLNESS CENTRES BECOME OPERATIONAL

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

Ministry of Health and Family Welfare

More than 10,000 Ayushman Bharat-Health and Wellness
Centres become operational

More than 1.3 crore screened for NCDs at the HWCs

Posted On: 22 FEB 2019 5:38PM by PIB Delhi

The first Health and Wellness Centre (HWC)under Ayushman Bharat was inaugurated by the
Prime Minister Shri NarendraModiat Jangla inBijapur Chhattisgarh on 14thApril 2018. Since then
10,252 HWCs have been operationalized. The states of Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, Uttar
Pradesh, Karnataka and Kerala lead the way with the highest number of HWCs under
Ayushman Bharat. Andhra Pradesh has operationalized 1361 HWCs, Tamil Nadu 1318, UP 912,
Karnataka 700 and Kerala 678 HWCs.

A total of 1,33,84,332women and men, thirty years of age and above have been screened for
common Non Communicable Diseases (NCDs) at these HWCs. The status of universal NCD
screening,newly identified positive cases and individuals on treatment at HWCs is as follows:

Condition Screened for Common NCDs New Identified Positive  On -Treatment

Hypertension 1,30,03,064 9,01,994 22,69,192

Diabetes 97,78,916 8,90,663 12,13,860

Oral Cancer 71,85,388 13,747* 1495

Breast Cancer 16,67,090 12,098* 1848

Cervical Cancer 12,26,799 11,923* 872

 

The National Health Policy, 2017 recommended strengthening the delivery of primary health
care, through establishment of “Health and Wellness Centers” (HWCs) as the platform to deliver
Comprehensive Primary Health Care (CPHC).

Ayushman Bharat has two components which are complementary to each other. Under its first
component, 1,50,000 existing Sub- Health Centres (SHCs) and Primary Health Centres (PHCs)
will be transformed to Health & Wellness Centres (HWCs) to deliver Comprehensive Primary
Health Care (CPHC), that is universal and free to users, with a focus on wellness and the
delivery of an expanded range of services close to the community. The wide range of services
provided at these Health and Wellness Centres will encompass maternal and child health
services, communicable and non-communicable diseases, services for the elderly and palliative
care including free essential drugs and diagnostic services.    
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An expanded range of services will be provided at the HWCs, with the level of complexity of care
at the PHC being higher than at that at SHC. States will also have the flexibility to expand the
service package to address problems of local importance as defined by disease prevalence and
community feedback.

In the urban context, the Urban Primary Health Centres or Urban Health Posts where they exist,
would be strengthened to deliver comprehensive primary health care.  The norm of One
Multipurpose worker MPW-(F) per 10,000 population supported by four-five ASHAs, will enable
outreach services, preventive and promotive care and home and community-based services.
Therefore, in the urban context, the team of ANM and ASHA would be considered to equivalent
to a frontline provider team with the first point of referral being the UPHC catering to about at
50,000 populations.  

HWC at the sub centre level are being staffed by suitably trained Mid- Level Health Provider
(MLHP), also called as Community Health Officers (CHO) - who is a BSc/GNM Nurse or an
Ayurveda Practitioner trained in primary care and public health skills and certified in a six
months Certificate Programme for in Community Health.  The training programme is being rolled
out through IGNOU and State specific Public/Health Universities. 133 IGNOU Programme Study
Centres (PSCs) in various district hospitals and 90 other PSCs under the state specific
Certificate Programmes in the state of Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu, Gujarat and West Bengal have
been notified, taking the total of Programme Study Centres to 223 PSCs across the country.    

All basic and post-basic nursing colleges and universities have been recently notified to
integrate the training of MLHPs in their existing curriculum of nursing. This will enable production
of 1,12,546 candidates annually that will be eligible to become CHOs. A total of 77691 ASHAs,
20024 MPWs/ANMs, 3837 Staff Nurses and 3548 PHC Medical Officers (1,05,100 in all) have
been trained, so far. 3,54,22,026 individuals have been empaneled at HWCs.

 

Ayushman Bharat (AB), is India’s path to Universal Health Coverage.  It signifies a move from
selective health care to the delivery of a comprehensive range of services spanning preventive,
promotive, curative (both outpatient and hospitalization) rehabilitative and palliative care. It aims
to undertake path breaking interventions to holistically address health at primary, secondary and
tertiary level. It is perhaps the single most important reform measure of Government of India, to
address the major challenges of increasing prevalence of chronic diseases, high out of pocket
expenses, and fragmented care delivery.

                                                                               ***

MV/SK
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INDIA ROLLS OUT NATIONAL VIRAL HEPATITIS
CONTROL PROGRAM

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

Ministry of Health and Family Welfare

India rolls out National Viral Hepatitis Control Program

Our aim is to provide paperless and pocket-less health care
for all: MoS. Health & Family Welfare, Shri Ashwini Kumar
Choubey

I am a living example of a Hepatitis B victim; need to pay a
lot of attention to detection, treatment and public
awareness: WHO-SEARO Goodwill Ambassador Shri
Amitabh Bachchan

Technical Guidelines for Diagnosis and Management of
Hepatitis B will help ensure consistency in diagnosis and
treatment of the disease: Health Secretary

Posted On: 24 FEB 2019 4:48PM by PIB Mumbai

In line with the Government of India’s deep commitment towards elimination of viral hepatitis, the
“National Action Plan – Viral Hepatitis” was launched by Union Minister of State, Health & Family
Welfare, Shri Ashwini Kumar Choubey in Mumbai today. Minister for PWD and Public Health & Family
Welfare, Government of Maharashtra, Shri Eknath S. Shinde; and Guest of Honour and Goodwill
Ambassador for Hepatitis, WHO SEARO region, Shri Amitabh Bachchan were also present on the
occasion.

Viral hepatitis is recognized as an important public health problem across the world. According to WHO
estimates, viral hepatitis caused 1.34 million deaths globally in 2015, a number comparable to deaths due
to tuberculosis, worldwide. In India, it is estimated that there are 4 crore people suffering from Hepatitis B
and 0.6-1.2 crore people suffering from Hepatitis C.

The National Action Plan was developed by experts from across the country, in line with India’s
commitment and keeping the global perspective in mind. The Plan provides a strategic framework, based
on which National Viral Hepatitis Control Program was framed and launched in July, 2018 under
National Health Mission by Ministry of Health & Family Welfare. This program is also in line with our global
commitment towards achieving Sustainable development Goal (SDG) 3.3. India has affirmed this
commitment at the 69th World Health Assembly.

India is one of the few countries in the world to roll out management of Hepatitis B and hepatitis C in a
public health approach and offer free diagnostics and drugs lifelong to its beneficiaries.

The aim of the program is to combat hepatitis and achieve countrywide elimination of Hepatitis C by 2030,
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achieve significant reduction in the infected population, morbidity and mortality associated with Hepatitis B
and C viz. Cirrhosis and Hepato-cellular carcinoma (liver cancer) and Hepatitis A and E.

Integrating the interventions within the existing health systems framework under National Health Mission
are further complementing the efforts of increasing access to testing and management of viral hepatitis.

Coordination and collaboration with other national programs and schemes to provide a promotive,
preventive and curative package of services will further augment the government of India’s determined
efforts towards achieving the goal.

The Minister also released the Technical Guidelines for Diagnosis and Management of
Hepatitis B. Many countries have achieved outstanding coverage with the hepatitis B vaccine, scoring
an early win for prevention. In India, Hepatitis B vaccine was introduced in the Universal Immunization
Program almost a decade ago. Since healthcare workers and high-risk groups by virtue of their occupation
and behavior are more vulnerable to acquiring infection, it is envisaged to extend the beneficiaries for this
vaccine to healthcare workers and high-risk groups under the NVHCP. Focus under the program is also
on screening of pregnant women for hepatitis B, in places where institutional delivery is less than 80%, to
ensure provision of birth dose hepatitis B vaccination and Hepatitis B immunoglobulin, if required.

Another important strategy adopted by the program is propagating the use of Re-use Prevention (RUP)
syringes in the country.

The NVHCP website was also launched on the occasion; the same can be accessed here –
http://www.nvhcp.in.

The dignitaries distributed antiviral drugs for hepatitis to some select citizens.
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Addressing the gathering, the Union Minister Shri Ashwini Kumar Choubey said: “Today, we
have taken a pledge to fight hepatitis; while we have done this in the presence of hundreds of people, the
message should go to crores of people. This is important as one needs to maintain one’s health in order to
be able to contribute to the society and to the nation. The launch of the National Action Plan – Viral
Hepatitis takes forward the National Viral Hepatitis Control Program launched by the Union Health Minister
in July 2018. The aim is to eliminate hepatitis by 2030. I am confident that the programme will be
successful. India plans to have a decentralized health management for hepatitis, which is necessary for
effective treatment. An integrated plan is being prepared, with the involvement of doctors, experts and
state governments.

The human body is invaluable, the more it is used, the better it becomes. Our motto is Sarve Santu
Niramayaha (health and welfare for all); keeping this in mind, we have come up with a National Health
Policy aimed at affordable, effective and universal healthcare for all. The health expenditure has been
increased over the years, and we are progressing towards health expenditure reaching 2.5% of GDP.
Ayushman Bharat has been rolled out to ensure universal health coverage; under the programme, primary
health centres are being upgraded into health and wellness centres. We aim to establish 1.5 lakh Health &
Wellness Centres by 2022, out of which 10,000 are already operational; by March 2019, the number will
become 15,000. These centres have diagnostic facilities for twelve illnesses.
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Indians have often had to sell their assets and other valuables in order to avail health treatment; more
than 6 crore fall below poverty line due to the cost incurred on health problems. Ayushman Bharat will
change this, it being the biggest health coverage programme offering 5 lakh rupees of health coverage per
family per year, covering 50 crore people belonging to 10 crore families. The programme has already
benefited 10 lakh people, 10,000 hospitals have already joined. Our aim is to offer a paperless and
pocket-less health facility.”

The Maharashtra Health Minister Shri Eknath S. Shinde said: “I am quite confident that we will
win the battle against hepatitis through NVHCP. When the whole country comes together for a cause,
nothing can stop us from winning. Globally, 32 crore people suffer from hepatitis and 13-14 lakh deaths
happen annually due to the disease. However, statistical data for India is missing in this regard; there is a
need to bridge this gap. Sustainable Development Goals for leprosy and polio have already been
achieved; similarly, SDG for hepatitis would also be achieved.
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More than 151 health & wellness centres have been set up in the state under Ayushman Bharat, and more
than 12,000 primary health centres and sub-centres in the state will be upgraded into health and wellness
centres in the coming years.”

Goodwill Ambassador for Hepatitis, WHO SEARO region, Shri Amitabh Bachchan said:
I am here today because I am a Hepatitis B victim. While shooting for the film Coolie, I got injured and
required a lot of blood; the blood given by 200 donors saved my life, but one of the donors was carrying
the Hepatitis B virus. The detection process for that virus was not in order at that time, and that went into
my system. This was discovered only in 2005, when I came to know that 75% of my liver had been
destroyed. I am a living example of a Hepatitis B victim. I want to know the impact of the campaigns; we
had done a similar campaign against polio, and now India is now polio-free. I am a TB survivor too. If it
can happen to me, it can happen to anyone since TB is normally regarded as a disease contracted by
those living in disadvantaged backgrounds; however, if its treatment is done timely, it can be cured. We
must pay a lot of attention to the process of detection of these diseases; because if it is detected in time, it
can be cured.
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I got very interested when I came to know about the programme by Government of India. The need for
dissemination of information about Hepatitis B is one thing which attracted me to the programme.
Secondly, the factor of discrimination, particularly against women, made me sign in to this programme. I
had heard many painful stories where women suffering from Hepatitis are evicted from the family. Women
are half the power of our country; to be discriminated against just because they are carrying a Hepatitis B
virus is not acceptable. I will fight for this as long as I am alive.”

Secretary, H&FW, Ms. Preeti Sudan said: “This is a start to fight against hepatitis together.
Hepatitis is increasingly being recognized as an important public health problem. In India, the estimated
burden of hepatitis is high, necessitating focus on prevention and control measures to mitigate morbidity
and mortality arising out of hepatitis.

A National Steering Committee was formed to formulate the National Action Plan for Viral Hepatitis in
January 2017. Various working groups were formed which looked at various thematic areas. The Plan was
formed in consultation with nearly 110 experts, program managers, state officials and community
members. Viral Hepatitis needs many stakeholders, it is a complex issue which we are trying to solve and
contain through a multi-sectoral coordinated campaign. The detailed plan was concluded after several
meetings. The framework was adopted in formalizing the National Viral Hepatitis Control Program which
was launched in July 2018.



cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m
The Technical Guidelines is intended to serve as a reference document for practising physicians and
provide standardized testing and treatment protocols to ensure consistency in diagnosing and treatment of
the disease, in the scientifically most appropriate and cost-effective manner. This will be taken down to the
lowest level of health care through the Ayushman Bharat programme. The guidelines released today will
complement the general guidelines released earlier.

Thrust is now being given on improving the coverage of birth-dose for Hepatitis B, which will contribute to
an early win for prevention. Vaccination against Hepatitis B to the health care workers and high-risk
population will also be initiated under this program. No child should suffer from Hepatitis B.

The nation has made progress in improving blood transfusion safety, but much more needs to be done.
The preventive, promotive and curative interventions need to come together, especially since symptoms
for Hepatitis B and Hepatitis C often remain dormant for long.

I thank the generic drug manufacturers, due to whom the cost of the 84-day Hepatitis B vaccine dose has
come down significantly. We need to use social media and field outreach through mobile vans of the
Ministry of I&B to improve public awareness on the disease”.

Regional Director, WHO, SEARO, Dr. Poonam Khetrapal said: “Today is a very significant day.
The number of people suffering from Hepatitis B is very large in India. This will augment India’s
remarkable work in improving the lives of those suffering from Hepatitis B. SDG 3.3 emphasizes the need
for all countries to strengthen their hepatitis programme. Government of India is also a signatory to the
World Assembly Resolution 69.2 which aims to eliminate the disease from the world by 2030. India is the
first country in the region to develop its own action plan for hepatitis, which is a notable achievement.
India’s leadership is demonstrated in the comprehensive Programme launch last year, and the guidelines
being released today, provide a guidepost to other countries for emulation. Mother-child transmission is
the most common way in which the disease is spread; all blood donations must be voluntary and non-
remunerative, thereby reducing the risk of blood-borne infections of hepatitis B. There is also a need to
increase public awareness, given that only one in 10 people know of their hepatitis status. India’s efforts in
this regard have been very inspiring.
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Just 3%-5% of those with hepatitis have been diagnosed; we need to scale up the programme, and reach
those at risk. We look forward to the full implementation of the guidelines being released today, and their
phased introduction into the health system of India. I thank Mr. Amitabh Bachchan for his commendable
contribution in spreading the message of hope in battling hepatitis. I am confident that we will together win
the battle against the disease”.

WHO Representative for India, Dr. Henk Bekedam said: “Hepatitis is very clearly on the agenda. The
Ministry for Health & Family Welfare has moved very fast. The initiative launched on World Hepatitis Day
is a great and comprehensive plan. It is wonderful to see India taking these efforts. Those in the Ministry
raised the point that we do not have data on the number of people suffering from Hepatitis B. I commend
the Ministry for taking the initiative to prevent Hepatitis B as well. Clean India is very important in this
project. In a country where there are more than 4 million injections every year, making the injections safe
would be an important step forward. The price reductions achieved in the vaccines is remarkable. The
Action Plan is yet another initiative in ensuring a healthier India”.
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Earlier, Joint Secretary, MoHFW, Shri Vikas Sheel welcomed the audience and thanked all stakeholders
who have contributed to the initiatives being launched today. The cost of treatment for Hepatitis B for one
patient has come down to almost 35 dollars per course, from 800 dollars per course earlier. The
Government of India has allocated Rs. 907 crore for this program for the next three years.  

Principal Secretary, Maharashtra, Dr. Pradeep Vyas was also present on the occasion.
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NVHCP epitomizes government of India’s deep commitment towards moving on path of elimination of viral
hepatitis. MoHFW in partnership with the states is making all out efforts towards this endeavour. Effective
participation between government of India, state governments and other stakeholders will progressively
strengthen the program and will remain the hallmark for achieving the program’s aim.
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BEFORE EVICTION: ON SC VERDICT ON FOREST-
DWELLERS

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of STs, SCs, and OBCs - Schemes & their
Performance, Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

The Supreme Court’s order to evict, over the next five months, occupants of forest lands who
failed to make a successful claim for tenure under the Forest Rights Act, 2006, has once again
highlighted the dilemma of reconciling inalienable tribal rights with biodiversity conservation.
When the Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional Forest Dwellers (Recognition of Forest
Rights) Act was passed, it was with the wholly welfarist goal of making these communities
partners in conservation. They would be stewards of forests that have shrunk and become
fragmented over the decades. It was another landmark, therefore, when the Forest Rights Act
protected possession and conferred heritability of land to over 23 lakh out of 44 lakh claimants
who are either specified Scheduled Tribes, or people who have lived in forests traditionally,
relying on forest produce for at least 75 years prior to the cut-off year of 2005. But over 20 lakh
other applicants who could not establish their claim through gram sabhas and appellate
authorities have now been ordered to be evicted by July 12. The 17 State governments which
have been asked to carry out the evictions must respond by quickly determining whether there
were procedural lapses that deprived applicants of due process, notably in making appeals. This
process may take time, more so in an election year, and the sheer scale of action required
would necessitate an extension of the eviction date.

In the ideal scheme, as the Forest Rights Act envisages, forested areas and their biodiversity
will be protected by communities, with individuals taking forest produce only for sustenance and
livelihood. Such an approach is at odds with the colonial paradigm of forests being treated as a
resource run by an opaque bureaucracy that replaced precious old-growth trees with
monocultures such as teak. Today, forests have shrunk to about 5% of the land in terms of
protected areas, while human pressures are growing: landscapes are alienated for resource
exploitation, road and dam building, and a lot of wildlife is lost to poaching. Man-animal conflict
is growing. Claims for tenure under the Forest Rights Act must therefore satisfy the primary test
of whether they are legally unimpeachable, and even if they are, whether they would impose
additional pressures on forests and wildlife. The answer in many areas may lie in resettlement.
In some well-documented cases, such as in the Western Ghats, alternative land and cash
compensation convinced tribals to move out of core areas. One example is that of the
Nagarahole National Park, where the outcome has been good for both people and wildlife, as
evidenced by the recovery of tiger density over three decades. State governments need to
pursue such programmes in a humane and vigorous fashion. They must also come forward to
declare critical wildlife habitats under the Act. This will aid in formulating resettlement schemes
for tribal residents.
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The Meghalaya government must urgently ensure that all illegal mines are shut down

END
Downloaded from crackIAS.com

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com



cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2019-02-27

ASSAM TO CUT PAY OF STAFF WHO NEGLECT
PARENTS

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Old-Age People - Schemes & their
Performance, Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

The Assam government on Tuesday formed a three-member Commission for hearing cases
under a pay-cut policy envisaged to make its employees take care of their dependent elderly
parents and physically challenged siblings.

The three-member PRANAM (Parents Responsibility and Norms for Accountability and
Monitoring) Commission is headed by Chief Commissioner V.B. Pyarelal. Former MLA Alaka
Desai Sarma and social worker Jugabala Buragohain are the two Commissioners.

“We hope the policy acts as a deterrent for employees who have been ignoring their parents and
physically challenged siblings,” Chief Minister Sarbananda Sonowal said at a programme to
announce the panel.

Assam Finance Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma had in 2017 said that such a law would be
introduced to ensure parents are cared for.

Geriatric care was linked to the State government employees’ pay from the 2018-2019 fiscal.
The policy, enforced on October 2 last year, said an employee would be liable to part with 10-
15% of his or her pay if found guilty of ignoring dependent parents and physically challenged
siblings.

The deducted money would then be transferred to the bank account of a parent or sibling,
soource in the know said.

END
Downloaded from crackIAS.com

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com


